We  didn't 
start  the  fire 


Arson  strikes  ACT  UP/N.Y.  office.  Officials  and 
the  press  imply  it  may  have  been  an  inside  job 


By  Chris  Nealon 

NEW  YORK  —  Mere  days  before  ACT 
UP/New  York’s  new  workspace  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  open,  the  AIDS  activist  organization 
found  itself  the  target  of  arson.  Sometime 
between  11:30  p.m.  and  12:30  a.m.  on  Friday 
night.  Sept.  21,  a  fire  broke  out  at  ACT  UP’s 
new  location  on  West  29th  Street,  activating 
the  sprinkler  system  and  leading  to  moderate 
water  damage. 

Some  controversy  surrounds  reports  of  the 
fire,  with  ACT  UP  members  accusing  fire 
officials  and  the  press  of  implying  that  they 
started  the  blaze  themselves.  The  incident 
marks  the  third  time  in  two  weeks  that  ACT 
UP’s  offices  have  been  broken  into  before 
opening. 

“There  was  about  two  feet  of  water  all  over 
the  place,”  said  ACT  UP’s  Karl  Taylor,  who 
has  been  involved  in  the  move  to  the  new 
office  space.  Taylor  told  GCN  that  because 
the  sprinkler  system  effectively  doused  the 
office,  some  archives  were  destroyed,  and 
“our  xerox  machine  is  kaput."  Taylor  added, 
however,  that  the  archival  material  was 


replaceable,  and  that  the  fire  would  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  office  from  opening.  “We’re  semi¬ 
functional  at  this  point,”  he  said. 

Taylor  said  that  the  person  who  started  the 
fire  must  have  had  keys  “to  the  front  door,  to 
the  elevators,  to  the  workspace.”  Noting  that 
the  office  door  was  re-locked  after  the  arson¬ 
ist  left,  Taylor  said,  “there  was  no  breaking 
and  entering.” 

ACT  UP  members  told  GCN  that  they 
were  more  upset  by  the  way  local  officials 
have  treated  the  fire  than  they  were  about  the 
incident  itself.  “The  media  want  to  try  to  say 
it  was  an  inside  job,  done  by  a  disgruntled 
ACT  UP  member,”  said  Taylor.  “That’s 
absolutely  false.  We  completely  set  this 
place  up  —  why  would  we  want  to  bum  it 
down?” 

Tom  Cunningham,  who  was  the  last  ACT 
UP  person  to  leave  the  workplace  Friday 
night,  told  GCN  that  he  thought  the  fire  mar¬ 
shal’s  office  had  already  given  up  pursuing 
the  incident.  “I  get  the  feeling  from  them  that 
it’s  a  dead  issue,”  said  Cunningham,  adding 


Continued  on  page  6 

Obscenity  trial  begins 

As  the  jury  is  being  selected,  angry  demonstrators  stage 
graphic  "sex-ins"  in  front  of  the  courthouse 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Legal  history  was  made 
here  Sept.  24  as  an  arts  institution  and  its 
director  were  put  on  trial  for  obscenity 
charges,  a  first  in  U.  S.  jurisprudence. 
Chanting  “Art  on  trial,”  about  200  gay  men, 
lesbians,  artists,  students,  AIDS  activists,  and 
others  outraged  by  the  unprecedented  crimi¬ 
nal  prosecution  packed  the  Hamilton  County 
Courthouse  plaza  all  morning.  Demonstrators 
also  engaged  in  civil  disobedience,  with  sur¬ 
prisingly  little  police  intervention. 

The  Queen  City’s  Contemporary  Arts 
Center  (CAC)  and  director  Dennis  Barrie  are 
being  prosecuted  for  misdemeanor  charges 
for  their  exhibition  of  “Robert  Mapplethorpe: 
The  Perfect  Moment.”  A  grand  jury  deemed 
seven  of  the  175  photographs  by  the  late 
artist  unlawful,  after  police  raided  the  exhib¬ 
it’s  opening.  The  grand  jury  held  that  five 
“homo-erotic  or  sadomasochistic”  pho¬ 
tographs  are  obscene  and  that  two  photos 
“depict  minors  in  nudity-related  materials.” 
Conviction  could  cost  Barrie  a  $1000  fine 
and  six  months  in  jail,  and  the  CAC  a  $5000 
fine  on  each  count. 

"The  whole  world  is  laughing,”  chanted 
protesters,  “the  art  world  is  crying,”  noting 
nationwide  concern  over  erosion  of  artistic 
freedom  and  challenges  from  Congress  that 
may  weaken  First  Amendment  protections. 
Names  of  national  homophobic  figures  — 
notably  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  and  Rep. 


William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  —  rang  out 
on  the  courthouse  steps. 

Local  activist  and  artist  Scott  MacLarty 
opened  the  three-hour  rally  by  warning  that 
the  country  is  “witnessing  attacks  on  art  and 
freedom  of  expression  throughout  the  U.S., 
from  arts  funding  to  the  very  right  to  display 
controversial  art 

“If  Barrie  and  the  CAC  are  convicted,  cen¬ 
sorship  will  spread  elsewhere,”  said 
MacLarty,  who  is  also  a  facilitator  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  March  Activists  (GLMA), 
greater  Cincinnati’s  premier  direct  action 
group  and  organizer  of  the  rally. 

"Homophobes  will  have  a  legal  sanction 
for  their  violence  and  harassment,”  continued 
MacLarty.  “Even  if  [the  prosecutor]  loses, 
they  have  intimidated  an  entire  generation  of 
creative  artists,  threatened  vulnerable  minori¬ 
ties  such  as  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  dam¬ 
aged  the  reputation  of  a  great  city,”  he  said. 

Originally  only  about  10  people  had  been 
willing  to  risk  arrest  for  civil  disobedience  by 
disrupting  lunchtime  traffic.  But  their  num¬ 
bers  swelled  when  people  saw  that  police 
were  not  stopping  the  direct  action.  When 
police  on  horseback  and  motorcycles 
declined  to  interfere,  demonstrators  marched 
to  the  CAC  on  Government  Square,  where 
the  Mapplethorpe  exhibit  hung  last  spring. 
Before  returning  to  the  courthouse,  some 
demonstrators  simulated  genital  and  oral 
copulation  in  “sex-ins,"  a  take-off  on  “die- 
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HOW  I  SPENT  MY 
SUMMER  VACATION 


Souter  given  the  okay 


The  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  overwhelmingly  approves  the 
controversial  Supreme  Court  nominee 


By  Laura  Briggs 

WASHINGTON — Despite  opposition 
from  a  broad-based  coalition  of  progressive 
groups,  David  Souter’s  confirmation  as  a 
Supreme  Court  nominee  was  approved  by 
the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  in  a  13-1 
vote  Sept.  27.  Souter  has  been  criticized  by 
lesbian  and  gay,  feminist,  and  civil  rights 
groups,  as  well  as  progressive  legal  organi¬ 
zations. 

The  confirmation  battle  now  moves  to  the 
full  Senate.  Senators  will  decide  whether  or 
not  Souter  —  who  has  served  as  New 
Hampshire’s  attorney  general,  as  well  as  a 
justice  on  that  state’s  supreme  court  and  as  a 
federal  circuit  court  judge  —  will  become  a 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice. 

The  lone  dissenting  vote  was  cast  by  Sen. 
Edward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.),  who  said,  “I  am 
troubled  that  if  Judge  Souter  joins  the  cur¬ 
rently  closely  divided  Supreme  Court,  he 
will  solidify  a  five-to-four  anti-civil  rights, 
anti-privacy  majority  inclined  to  turn  back 
the  clock  on  the  historic  progress  of  recent 
decades.” 

The  fact  that  there  were  eight  Democrats 
on  the  committee  apparently  made  little  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  vote,  to  the  consternation  of 
many  activists.  “What  is  the  point  of  all  the 
work  we  did  to  get  a  Democratic  Senate  if 
they  are  going  to  rubber  stamp  everything 
the  President  does?”  asked  Kim  Gandy  of 
the  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW).  “This  is  a  little  ridiculous,”  she  told 
GCN. 

“It  is  really  lopsided,”  said  Urvashi  Vaid 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  “I  am  pleased  that  at  least  Ted 
Kennedy  held  true  to  his  principles,”  she  told 
GCN. 

Opposition  to  Souter’s  nomination  by 
political  progressives  increased  slowly  but 
steadily.  By  the  time  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  vote,  an  anti-Souter 
coalition — featuring  many  of  the  same 
groups  that  successfully  blocked  Robert 
Bork’s  bid  to  become  a  Supreme  Court 
Justice  in  1987 — had  been  built.  After  con¬ 
firmation  hearings  ended  Sept.  21,  lesbian 
and  gay  and  feminist  groups  were  joined  in 


their  opposition  to  Souter  by  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People  (NAACP),  the  Leadership 
Conference  on  Civil  Rights,  and  the 
American  Jewish  Congress. 

Lesbian  and  gay  opposition 

Two  lesbian  and  gay  groups.  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  Fund  and  NGLTF,  gave  testi¬ 
mony  during  the  Souter  hearings,  and  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  sent  a  letter 
to  Judiciary  Committee  members  announc¬ 
ing  that  organization’s  opposition. 

“Judge  Souter  joined  three  other  New 
Hampshire  Supreme  Court  justices  in  ruling 
that  the  state’s  goal  of  providing  a  ‘healthy 
environment  and  role  model  for  our  children’ 
was  a  rational  basis  on  which  to  bar  all  indi¬ 
viduals  who  are  gay  or  lesbian  from  becom¬ 
ing  foster  or  adoptive  parents,”  said 
Lambda’s  Paula  Ettelbrick  in  her  testimony. 
“On  upholding  the  law,  Judge  Souter  and 
three  of  his  colleagues  relied  on  the  discred¬ 
ited  theory  that  lesbian  and  gay  parents  do 
not  provide  appropriate  role  models,”  she 
added. 

“We  were  able  to  raise  the  issue  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  have  families  and  a  family 
agenda  in  a  very  public  forum,”  said  Vaid. 
“It’s  very  important  that  the  gay  community 
go  on  record  in  Supreme  Court  nomina¬ 
tions." 

Vaid  added  that  in  addition  to  opposing 
gay  foster  and  adoptive  parenting,  Souter 
failed  to  articulate  support  for  a  broad  right 
to  privacy  during  the  hearings.  Vaid  said  that 
recognition  of  a  constitutional  right  to  priva¬ 
cy  is  “critical”  to  the  legal  progress  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  because  Bowers  v. 
Hardwick,  the  1986  Supreme  Court  decision 
that  upheld  Georgia’s  sodomy  law,  “said  gay 
people  have  no  right  to  privacy.” 

Feminist  opposition 

During  questioning  by  the  committee, 
Souter  claimed  that  there  is  a  state  interest  in 
preventing  unmarried  women  from  having 
access  to  “contraceptive  information  and 
devices,"  according  to  NOW’s  Gandy. 
Souter  added  that  the  state’s  interest  ha.  ’o 
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Womyn’s  Braille  Press 
turns  10 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  This  month  marks 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Womyn’s 
Braille  Press  (WBP),  an  organization  that 
provides  feminist  and  woman-oriented  liter¬ 
ature  to  deaf,  blind  and  “print  disabled” 
women  around  the  world. 

WBP  was  founded  in  September  of  1980 
by  six  blind  women  who  “wanted  to  decide 
for  ourselves  what  we  could  read.”  Since 
its  inception,  the  organization  has  grown  to 
include  approximately  275  subscribers,  and 
now  houses  a  library  of  over  500  volumes. 

In  addition  to  transcribing  books  and  peri¬ 
odicals,  WBP  also  publishes  a  quarterly 
newsletter. 

The  organization  will  celebrate  its 
anniversary  with  an  Oct.  27  reception, 
which  will  feature  a  reading  by  fiction  writ¬ 
er  Anne  Finger.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  WBP  at  P.O.  Box  8475,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55408;  or  call  (612)  822-0549. 

Chris  Nealon 

Asian  lesbians  to  gath¬ 
er  in  Bangkok 

BANGKOK,  Thailand  —  In  a  history- 
making  event,  lesbians  from  around  Asia 
will  gather  here  Dec.  7  to  kick  off  the  first 
Asian  Lesbian  Conference.  The  confer¬ 
ence,  organized  by  a  lesbian  guest  house  in 
Bangkok,  is  expected  to  draw  more  than  80 
women  from  1 1  Asian  countries. 

Organizers  of  the  conference  said  they 
were  determined  to  overcome  the  loneliness 
and  isolation  many  Asian  lesbians  are 
forced  into.  "Many  of  us  ...  are  struggling 
by  ourselves  to  keep  our  loves  and  our  sani¬ 
ty  amidst  a  social  surrounding  critical  [of] 
our  choices,”  they  wrote,  adding  that  an 
Asian  lesbian  is  liable  to  think  she  is  “the 
only  woman  in  the  world  who  loves  other 
women.” 

According  to  Outlines,  a  Chicago  area 
lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  the  conference 
will  include  plenary  sessions,  workshops 
and  cultural  activities.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact:  ALN,  c/o  Anjaree,  P.O.  Box 
322,  Rajdamnern,  Bangkok  10200, 
Thailand. 

Chris  Nealon 

Kowalski  denied  par¬ 
ticipation  in  disability 
pride  event 

WASHINGTON  —  Judge  Robert 
Campbell  has  added  insult  to  injury  in  the 
case  of  disabled  lesbian  Sharon  Kowalski. 
After  twice  delaying  an  August  hearing  that 
could  have  given  Kowalski’s  lover,  Karen 
Thompson,  custody  of  Kowalski  (see  GCN, 
Sept.  16-22,  1990),  Campbell  ruled  last 
week  that  it  was  “not  in  Sharon’s  best  inter¬ 
ests  right  now”  to  be  allowed  to  attend  the 
first  National  Disability  Pride  Day.  The 
event,  to  be  held  in  Boston  Oct.  6,  already 
features  Kowalski  in  its  literature. 

Kowalski  suffered  severe  head  injuries  in 
a  1983  auto  accident  and  currently  lives  in  a 
rehabilitation  center  outside  of 
Minneapolis.  Thompson  has  been  fighting 
a  legal  battle  with  Kowalski’s  parents  for 
access  to  Kowalski  since  that  time,  finally 
gaining  the  right  to  visit  Kowalski  after  she 
was  moved  to  the  rehabilitation  facility  in 
Feb.  1989. 

“This  is  yet  another  clear  example  of  why 

1  need  to  be  Sharon’s  guardian,”  said 
Thompson.  “I  asked  Sharon  if  she  wanted 
to  go  to  this  event;  she  said  yes.  I  am  the 
only  one  who  has  taken  Sharon’s  wishes 
into  account  and  has  listened  to  Sharon." 

Chris  Nealon 

Officials  down-play 
clinic  fire 

CONCORD,  Calif. — In  a  move  that 
stunned  pro-choice  activists,  officials  at  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and 
Firearms  (ATF)  declared  that  a  Sept.  4  fire 
in  an  abortion  clinic  here  was  an  act  of 
“random"  violence.  Earlier  this  summer, 
ATF  officials  also  pronounced  accidental  a 
July  1 1  fire  at  the  Feminist  Women’s  Health 
Clinic  in  Reading,  Calif. 

The  day  following  the  Concord  fire,  ATF 
special  agent  James  Reeves  declared,  “I’m 
not  really  even  sure  that  Planned 
Parenthood  was  the  object  of  the  attack," 
and  added  that,  “it  looks  pretty  random,” 
according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  Reeves 
linked  the  fire  to  a  burglary  that  occurred  at 
about  the  same  time  at  a  veterans  center 
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across  the  street  from  the  clinic. 

Reproductive  rights  advocates  took  issue 
with  the  ATF  findings,  saying  that  anti¬ 
abortion  groups  like  Operation  Rescue  were 
behind  the  arson.  Planned  Parenthood  offi¬ 
cials  noted  that  nothing  had  been  stolen 
from  the  office,  and  that  some  kind  of 
“accelerant”  had  been  used  to  speed  the 
spread  of  the  fire. 

“What  kind  of  burglars  go  out  to  break 
into  a  veterans  center,  and  decide  to  torch 
an  abortion  clinic  while  they’re  in  the 
neighborhood  and  just  happen  to  have  an 
accelerant  on  hand?”  asked  Regional 
Director  Heather  Estes. 

In  a  related  development,  the  ATF  has 
become  involved  in  the  investigation  of  a 
Sept.  12  abortion  clinic  firebombing  in 
Worcester,  Mass,  (see  GCN,  Sept.  23-29, 
1990).  (No  one  was  hurt  in  the  bombing, 
and  the  clinic  opened  as  scheduled  the  same 
day.) 

Investigators  “have  some  definite  leads,” 
according  to  the  ATF’s  Terence  McArdle. 
He  told  GCN  that  the  agency  “takes  abor¬ 
tion  clinic  bombings  very  seriously,”  and 
that  in  contrast  to  California  officials, 
Massachusetts  investigators  believe  the 
Worcester  attack  was  politically  motivated. 
“This  was  specifically  aimed  at  the  clinic,” 
said  McArdle,  “no  question  about  it.” 

There  have  been  several  other  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence  against  abortion  clinics  this  year:  van¬ 
dals  caused  $200,000  worth  of  damage  to  a 
Pennsylvania  facility;  acid  was  poured  into 
the  ventilation  system  of  an  Atlanta  clinic; 
and  a  man  posing  as  a  reporter  beat  and 
seriously  injured  the  director  of  a  clinic  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Laura  Briggs 

Demos  planned  for 
Rosie  Jimenez  day 

BOSTON — Pro-choice  activists  here  are 
planning  two  events  to  commemorate  the 
anniversary  of  Rosie  Jimenez’  death,  which 
was  caused  by  an  illegal  abortion  in  Texas 
in  1977.  Jimenez  is  considered  to  be  the 
first  woman  to  die  from  an  illegal  abortion 
after  federal  funding  for  legal  abortions  was 
restricted  by  the  Hyde  Amendment,  which 
was  passed  by  Congress  that  year. 

In  an  attempt  to  extend  activism  beyond 
the  downtown  community  which  tradition¬ 
ally  witnesses  Boston  demonstrations,  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2)  will 
target  mass  transit  riders  in  its  Oct.  3  action. 
The  group  will  meet  at  the  Orange  Line’s 
Oak  Grove  stop  at  5  p.m.,  and  leaflet  sub¬ 
way  riders.  A  vigil  will  be  held  at  5:30 
above  ground  at  the  Ruggles  station. 

The  following  day,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  is  spon¬ 
soring  an  event  protesting  both  the  lack  of 
federal  dollars  for  abortion  services  and 
proposed  state  cutbacks  in  health  and  social 
services.  In  a  5:30  demonstration  at  Boston 
City  Hospital,  the  public  hospital  which 
serves  the  largest  percentage  of  poor  people 
in  the  city,  NOW  will  mark  its  opposition 
not  only  to  the  Hyde  Amendment  but  also 
to  the  Citizens  for  Limited  Taxation  (CLT) 
ballot  question.  The  CLT  initiative  would, 
according  to  NOW  members,  deny  women 
access  to  health  care  by  slashing  state 
funds. 

Laura  Briggs 

Houston  murders  may 
be  gay-related 

HOUSTON  —  Following  the  murders  of 
four  men  in  the  last  four  months,  members 
of  gay  communities  throughout  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  are  now  speculating  that  a 
serial  murderer  may  be  stalking  gay  men. 

According  to  the  New  York  Native,  police 
have  said  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
killings  are  related.  However,  a  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  Hidalgo  County  Sheriff’s 
Department  did  say  that  the  department  has 
verified  that  three  of  the  victims  had  a  “his¬ 
tory  of  being  involved  in  homosexual  con¬ 
duct." 

Kelly  Gaines 

New  gay  publication  in 
Guatemala 

GUATEMALA  CITY  —  The  first  issue 
of  Comumdad  "G"  hit  the  stands  last  June. 
The  eight  page-long  publication  featured 
articles  on  homophobia,  and  lots  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  AIDS  and  prevention  methods, 
plus  a  good  number  of  ads  from  supportive 
local  businesses.  For  a  copy,  send  a  dona¬ 
tion  to:  Comumdad  “G,"  4a.  Avenida  327, 
Zona  1,  Guatemala,  Guatemala.  C.A. 

John  Hubert 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUST1C 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82Glenville  Ave..  #11 
Allston.  MA  02134 
(617)783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  •Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 

Books  ol  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa.  Central 
America,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

45  Newbury  St..  Suite  333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Excellent 
References  -  I  do  windows  I 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adul  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 


FRAMINGHAM 
COUNSELING 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cocnrtuate  Rd  ft.  X 
Framungham,  MA  01701 
(506)  626-0133 

ANOOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Mason.  LCSW 
JaynaKlauker.  LCSW 
(508)  475-6950 


ARABIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

COM  MONHEALTH,  INC. 

42  Pleasant  St.  Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPH  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procacdni,  LICSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 


Tues.  and  Sal.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork,  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St..  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 


Community.  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  5:30  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSAUST 

Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  ol  Roxbury 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  at 
Center,  Roxbury  6  Dudley 
Sts..  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)445-1277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 


FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  individuals  S  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parlies,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISH NG  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adnanna  :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawrrut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed  SaL  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St..  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair.  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  bne 


FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  dinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  S 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  6-week 
residency  program  for  HIV  + 
asymptomatic  individuals. 

1  -800-767-HE AL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  spedal  occasions 
(617)776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEV1CH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  for 
non-traditlonal  relationships 
Pat  Reeve  and  Carole  Spear 
(617)  524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 

Interior  Painting  Quality  work 
at  reasonable  rates.  Call  for 
estimate  (617)536-5569 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Serves  Brokerage: 
Midge  Baiele.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Sofio.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 .  Cambridge.  MA 
02238  Events  phone 
(817)  782  8894 

METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Carrbrdge  St.,  near 
Govt  Ctr,  Sunday  Worshp 
7  PM  Open  to  all  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 


RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Finandal  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
•Bookkeeping  •Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at  (617)  292-6415 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupundure,  Chiropractic. 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

8oston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

T  Shim  Printing 

PO  Box  405  Rockport,  MA 

01966(508)546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 

Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

VIDEOS 

J  6  J  ENTERPRISES 
All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  &  novels  P.O.  Box 
438  Salem,  NH  03079 

WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  tor  Women 

823  Mam  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  W  8  PM-1 
AM.  Th.  4.  PM-2  AM,  F4PM- 
2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM  2  AM 


Condom  ads  finally  go  up 

Most  public  transportation  riders  in  Massachusetts  will  now 
see  state-endorsed  safer  sex  messages,  but  officials  in 
Worcester  and  Lowell  are  blocking  the  advertisments 


Michigan  activists  shake 
up  small  town 

Angry  over  a  police  surveillance  operation  that  led  to  17  arrests 
for  "gross  indecency,"  lesbians  and  gay  men  turn  out  for  a 
demonstration 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — Ads  promoting  condom  use 
went  up  on  billboards,  buses  and  subways 
around  Massachusetts  last  week,  bringing  to 
a  close  one  of  the  more  contentious  chapters 
in  the  history  of  the  relationship  between  the 
Executive  Office  of  Human  Services  (EOHS) 
and  AIDS  groups.  However,  transit  officials 
in  two  cities —  Lowell  and  Worcester —  have 
refused  to  allow  the  ads  to  be  displayed  on 
buses,  despite  pressure  from  local  activists. 

Two  different  public  service  messages, 
each  in  English  and  Spanish,  have  begun 
appearing  on  transit  vehicles  and  billboards. 
One  ad  pictures  a  hand  holding  a  condom 
and  reads  “Use  one”  or  “Usa  Unos.”  The  tag 
line  lists  the  sponsors  as  the  Executive  Office 
of  Human  Services,  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  and  area  AIDS  service  providers. 

“The  public  is  ready  for  this,”  said  Mary 
Anne  Hart  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  (DPH).  “We  thought  we  would  get  at 
least  a  few  upset  calls  about  the  ads,  but  we 
have  not  gotten  any,”  she  told  GCN.  “People 
are  less  shy  about  condoms  than  most  people 
think.” 

The  ad  campaign  was  delayed  this  summer 
when  EOHS  Secretary  Philip  Johnston  failed 
to  approve  the  Public  Health  Department's 
sponsorship  of  a  different  ad,  “Put  a  condom 
between  you  and  AIDS.”  The  delay  set  off  a 
maelstrom  of  protest  from  the  AIDS  service 
and  activist  groups  that  had  developed  the  ad 
with  DPH  (see  GCN  July  15-22,  1990). 
Johnston  ultimately  responded  by  promising 
not  only  to  endorse  the  printed  message,  but 
also  to  distribute  public  service  announce¬ 
ments  (PSAs)  to  radio  and  film  outlets  and  to 
promote  condom  machines  in  restaurants  and 
bars.  (According  to  Hart,  the  PSAs  have  been 
prepared  for  distribution,  and  meetings  with 
bar  owners  are  upcoming). 

“This  has  been  a  classic  case  of  what  red 
tape  is  all  about,”  said  Steve  Huber  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  “We  are 
very  glad  to  have  them  up,”  he  told  GCN.  “I 
hear  that  some  of  the  kids  are  stealing  them, 
which  is  probably  a  good  sign  that  they’re 
reaching  their  audience.” 

The  other  advertisement  currently  being 
promoted  will  run  in  English  and  Spanish 
only  in  the  metropolitan  Boston  area.  It  pic¬ 
tures  a  group  of  people:  a  white  woman  and 
child,  three  white  men,  and  a  Black  man.  The 
poster  bears  the  message  “We  are  part  of  the 

Quilt  returns 

Thousands  view  AIDS  memorial 

By  Julie  Graham 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Over  20,000 
people  attended  the  Sept.  21-23  exhibition  of 
the  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
the  first  area  display  in  two  years.  The  exhib¬ 
it  of  1,000  Quilt  panels,  60  percent  of  which 
came  from  New  England,  raised  $22,000  for 
people  with  AIDS. 

Julia  Sawabini,  co-coordinator  of  the 
NAMES  Project/Boston  committee,  was 
pleased  with  the  weekend’s  turnout,  although 
attendance  fell  short  of  the  60,000  visitors 
she  had  predicted.  “I  guess  that  was  me 
dreaming,”  Sawabini  told  GCN,  explaining 
that  her  pre-exhibit  estimate  had  been  based 
on  attendance  at  the  1988  display  of  the  Quilt 
at  Boston’s  Park  Plaza  Castle.  “Part  of  that 
display  was  outside,”  Sawabini  said,  “so  that 
upped  the  count.”  Rainy  weather  on  Saturday 
may  have  kept  viewers  away,  while  Sunday’s 
exhibit-goers  braved  a  two-hour  wait  in  line. 

More  than  ever,  Sawabini  said,  the 
NAMES  Project  “made  a  concerted  effort  to 
use  the  Quilt  as  an  education  tool.”  The  com¬ 
mittee  focused  on  school-aged  children, 
declaring  Friday  “Youth  Day”  and  arranging 
tours  for  Boston-area  schools.  Sawabini  was 
pleased  with  the  high  student  turnout,  and 
said  that  the  NAMES  Project  plans  “to  do 
lots  of  follow-up”  in  the  schools  that  attend¬ 
ed. 

Other  weekend  events  included  a  Saturday 
evening  candlelight  march  that  was  attended 
by  approximately  400  people,  in  spite  of  poor 
weather.  Sawabini  also  cited  high  attendance 
at  both  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  dis¬ 
play.  “The  bleachers  hold  200  people,”  she 
said,  “and  they  were  full  during  both  cere¬ 
monies.” 

According  to  Sawabini,  all  proceeds  from 


People  with  AIDS  Coalition  of  Boston.  We 
already  have  enough  members...  .  Use 
Condoms.”  It  also  carries  a  phone  number 
for  the  PWA  Coalition. 

“It  marks  a  real  departure  for  people  with 
AIDS  to  show  their  faces  on  a  public  service 
message  like  this  one,”  said  Steven  Busby  of 
the  PWA  Coalition.  In  contrast  to  DPH, 
Busby  told  GCN  that  the  coalition  has  gotten 
a  number  of  “vitriolic”  calls,  “saying  things 
like  ‘You  deserve  to  have  AIDS.’  and  ‘How 
dare  you  show  your  face.’” 

“There’s  a  great  deal  of  hostility  against 
people  with  AIDS,”  said  Patrick  Santana, 
another  member  of  the  PWA  Coalition, 
adding,  “They  are  seen  as  a  threat.” 

The  “Use  One”  ads  have  begun  appearing 
as  space  becomes  available  in  transit  systems 
around  the  state,  with  Worcester  and  Lowell 
refusing  them.  A  group  calling  itself  the 
Committee  for  Condom  Sense  held  a  noon¬ 
time  demonstration  Sept.  19  in  front  of  the 
building  housing  the  Worcester  Regional 
Transit  Authority  (WRTA),  but  transit  offi¬ 
cials  are  holding  firm  in  their  anti-condom  ad 
position. 

“We  feel  they  are  too  explicit  and  would 
offend  our  passengers,”  said  WRTA 
Assistant  General  Manager  Michael  Blondin. 
“We  feel  we  have  made  a  good  decision, 
based  on  the  feedback  we’ve  been  getting 
from  the  elderly  and  parents  of  young  chil¬ 
dren,”  he  told  GCN.  “If  we  put  them  up,  we 
would  have  gotten  criticism,  and  we’ve  got¬ 
ten  criticism  for  not  putting  them  up.”  The 
local  paper.  The  Worcester  Telegram  and 
Gazette  wrote  an  editorial  condemning  the 
WRTA  for  its  anti-condom  position. 

Robert  Pezzella,  acting  director  of  AIDS 
Project  Worcester  (APW),  told  GCN  he  was 
“outraged”  by  the  decision.  “They  are  play¬ 
ing  with  people’s  lives,”  he  said.  Pezzella 
cited  two  studies  released  in  the  last  three 
months.  One  showed  that  as  public  anti-drug 
messages  have  increased,  drug  use,  particu¬ 
larly  among  young  people,  has  declined 
nationally.  The  other  showed  that  rates  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases  among 
Massachusetts  teenagers  have  skyrocketed 
since  1985.  “This  is  the  kind  of  campaign 
that  has  to  be  done,”  he  said,  noting  that 
teenagers  are  a  difficult  group  for  APW  to 
reach  with  safer  sex  messages,  and  one  he 
thought  would  be  affected  by  the  ad  cam- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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the  event  were  donated  to  Boston’s  NAMES 
Fund  for  AIDS,  which  will  funnel  the  money 
into  other  AIDS  organizations.  Most  of  the 
money,  she  added,  will  be  used  to  provide 
housing  and  daytime  care  for  PWAs. 

Sawabini,  who  has  worked  with  NAMES 
Project/Boston  for  two  years,  said  that 
although  the  organization  does  not  keep 
statistics  on  the  populations  represented  by 
the  Quilt,  the  panels  do  seem  to  reflect  the 
course  of  the  epidemic.  “There  were  a  lot 
more  panels  for  women  and  children,” 
Sawabini  said,  “and  many  more  panels  which 
represented  families.”  There  were  dual  pan¬ 
els  for  brothers  and  sisters,  she  explained,  as 
well  as  for  mothers  and  sons.  “It’s  helpful  to 
have  panels  on  display  from  those  communi¬ 
ties,"  Sawabini  stated,  “because  there’s  still 
so  much  denial  within  them.”  She  hoped  that 
the  Quilt  would  “open  the  doors  to  reality” 
for  groups  still  denying  the  effects  of  AIDS 
on  their  particular  populations. 

Sawabini  said  she  was  “flabbergasted”  by 
the  amount  of  media  coverage  the  event 
received.  “Channels  4,  5,  7  and  56  were  all 
there,”  she  said.  “And  the  Associated  Press 
was  there  both  Friday  and  Saturday.”  She 
added,  “The  content  of  the  stories  was  really 
good.  They  were  very  sensitive  pieces. 
They’re  still  calling  people  ‘AIDS  victims,’ 
but  I  don’t  think  we’re  ever  going  to  get 
away  from  that.” 

According  to  Sawabini,  the  NAMES 
Project  received  60  new  Quilt  panels  over  the 
course  of  the  weekend.  The  panels,  she  said, 
will  be  shipped  out  to  San  Francisco  to  be 
added  to  the  Quilt. 

Sawabini  cited  the  organization’s  500  vol¬ 
unteers  for  their  work  over  the  weekend. 
“They  were  wonderful,"  she  said,  “I’ll  never 
be  able  to  thank  them  enough.” 


By  Chris  Nealon 

ADRIAN,  Mich.  —  More  than  200  angry 
gay  and  lesbian  activists  descended  on  this 
small  town  Sept.  22,  decrying  the  treatment 
of  17  men  who  were  arrested  in  June  on 
charges  of  gross  indecency.  The  “Adrian  17” 
were  arrested  June  11  after  a  two-and-a-half 
month  long  investigation,  during  which 
police  videotaped  men  having  sex  in  the 
woods  adjacent  to  a  local  park. 

Since  the  arrests,  six  men  have  been  con¬ 
victed  or  have  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charges, 
receiving  prison  sentences  ranging  from  90 
days  to  three-to-five  years.  Critics  of  the 
police  investigation  have  charged  that  the 
surveillance  is  a  thinly  disguised  “witchhunt” 
against  gay  men  (see  GCN,  Sept.  23-29, 
1990),  and  have  raised  objections  about  the 
fairness  of  the  six  trials  that  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  so  far. 

Demanding  that  all  charges  be  dropped 
against  the  17,  and  that  the  police  videotapes 
be  destroyed,  protesters  marched  from  Island 
Park,  the  site  of  the  police  surveillance,  to  the 
Adrian  courthouse.  Along  the  way,  in  front 
of  the  local  Pentecostal  church,  activists  were 
met  by  about  300  conservative  counter¬ 
demonstrators. 

Paul  Carmouche,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  protest,  told  GCN  that  the  conservatives 
tried  to  block  access  to  the  courthouse. 
Although  the  lesbian  and  gay  activists  had  a 
permit  to  hold  a  rally  in  front  of  the  building, 
said  Carmouche,  police  told  them  that  they 
would  have  to  move  across  the  street.  In 
response,  Carmouche  added,  “we  shouldered 
our  way  through  to  the  courthouse.” 

Hostility  to  the  pro-gay  activity  was  run¬ 
ning  high,  however.  Carmouche  noted  that 
shortly  after  the  protesters  made  it  through  to 
the  courthouse,  “the  police  were  basically 
harassing  us  to  cut  the  rally  short.”  He 
added,  though,  that  the  event  continued  as 
planned. 

‘It’s  going  to  be  hell’ 

The  rally  gave  public  expression  to  pent- 
up  rage  about  the  sting  operation,  which  has 
had  a  disastrous  effect  on  the  lives  of  the  men 
who  were  arrested.  According  to  Ron 
DeLine,  one  of  the  17,  many  of  the  men 
involved  in  sexual  activity  at  Island  Park 
have  been  particularly  hard  hit  by  all  the  neg¬ 
ative  attention  because  they  do  not  identify 
as  gay.  In  fact,  said  DeLine,  several  of  the 
men  are  married  and  are  now  facing  divorce 
from  their  wives. 

DeLine,  who  is  gay,  told  GCN  that  he  was 
glad  that  a  protest  had  been  staged.  “I  think 
it’s  good,”  he  said.  “They  stirred  up  a  lot  of 
hell.”  He  added,  though,  that  his  life  has 
been  difficult  since  he  was  arrested.  For 
instance,  he  said,  he  began  to  feel  like  a  pari¬ 
ah  in  his  hometown  after  Adrian’s  Daily 
Telegram  printed  the  names  and  addresses  of 
everyone  who  was  charged  with  gross  inde¬ 
cency. 

“Talk  about  embarrassed,”  he  remarked. 
“People  hear  ‘gross  indecency’  and  think 
you’re  running  around  the  parks  without  any 
clothes  on.” 

DeLine  also  said  that  he  has  found  it 
impossible  to  get  a  job  since  the  police  oper¬ 
ation  went  public.  “I  was  hired  by  a  nursing 
home,  but  they  turned  around  and  let  me  go 
after  they  found  out,”  he  said. 


As  for  his  upcoming  trial,  scheduled  for 
Oct.  8,  DeLine  said  he  has  extremely  little 
hope.  “I  think  it’s  going  to  be  hell,”  he  said. 
“I  think  I’m  going  to  be  convicted.” 

Skewed  justice 

Indeed,  the  six  other  men  who  have  gone 
to  court  so  far  have  faced  an  overtly  hostile 
situation.  Adrian  judge  Kenneth  Glaser,  who 
made  the  first  three  convictions  in  the  case,  is 
on  record  as  having  referred  to  homosexuali¬ 
ty  as  “a  sickness”  for  which  he  has  no  toler¬ 
ance.  After  members  of  the  Michigan 
Organization  for  Human  Rights  (MOHR) 
objected  to  Glaser’s  statements,  the  judge 
disqualified  himself.  According  to  MOHR 
activists,  however,  Glaser  denied  that  he  was 
biased,  telling  the  local  press  that  there  was  a 
“perception”  that  he  was  prejudiced. 

Although  another  judge  has  been  called  in 
to  replace  Glaser,  the  second  judge  has 
allowed  jurors  who  think  homosexuality  is 
“immoral”  to  hear  the  indecency  cases. 

“These  guys  are  all  getting  lynched,”  said 
Jeff  Swanson,  director  of  MOHR.  “It’s  real¬ 
ly  kind  of  tragic.”  Swanson  told  GCN  that  it 
has  been  frustrating  to  watch  the  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  aftermath  of  the  arrests  not  only 
because  of  the  injustice  the  17  men  were 
enduring,  but  also  because  most  of  the  men 
would  never  reach  out  to  gay  activists  or 
lawyers  for  help.  “If  they  don’t  identify  as 
gay,  they  sure  as  hell  aren’t  going  to  call  a 
gay  rights  organization,”  said  Swanson. 

Eventually,  Swanson  said,  MOHR  and 
other  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  decided 
to  protest  the  arrests,  even  if  the  defendants 
themselves  would  not  feel  comfortable 
speaking  out.  The  men  were  being  so  abused 
by  the  court  system,  Swanson  added,  that 
MOHR’s  stance  became  “what  do  we  have  to 
lose?” 

‘Disguising  themselves  as  trees’ 

Eileen  Scheff,  an  attorney  defending  one 
of  the  17,  told  GCN  that  her  own  anger  at 
the  police  has  led  her  to  speak  out  publicly 
against  the  operation.  “It’s  an  outrage,”  she 
said.  “Whatever  consensual  sexual  acts  peo¬ 
ple  engage  in  are  their  own  business." 

Scheff  said  she  also  thought  the  methods 
used  to  observe  the  men  at  Island  Park  were 
objectionable.  Referring  to  the  camouflage 
police  wore  in  the  ditch  that  hid  their  video 
cameras,  she  commented,  “Disguising  them¬ 
selves  as  trees  in  order  to  spy  on  people 
enjoying  each  other  is  an  outrage.” 

Scheff  said  that  she  thought  the  operation, 
which  was  conducted  by  Adrian’s  Narcotics 
Crime  Enforcement  unit,  indicated  a  great 
deal  of  paranoia  about  gay  men.  Aside  from 
the  elaborateness  of  the  setup,  she  said, 
“there  was  lots  of  overcharging,”  pointing 
out  that  some  of  the  men  had  not  only  beat 
accused  of  gross  indecency,  but  of  “conspira¬ 
cy  to  commit  gross  indecency.” 

Furthermore,  said  Scheff,  the  part  of  Island 
Park  where  men  were  having  sex  is  extreme¬ 
ly  secluded.  After  visiting  the  site,  she  said  it 
was  clear  that  “you  can  hear  or  see  people 
coming  for  at  least  100  yards  before  they  can 
see  you,”  she  said. 

Carmouche  agreed  and  added  that  Island 
Park,  which  is  under  a  large  sycamore  tree,  is 
not  so  much  a  cruising  site  as  it  is  a  place  for 
couples  to  go  together.  “If  you  wanted  to 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Description.  Half-time  word  processing,  half-time 
classifieds.  Coordinate  word  processing  of  alt  arti¬ 
cles  for  paper.  Promote  and  develop  classified 
advertising,  manage  billing  and  accounts  for  clas¬ 
sified  ads  and  bookstore  distribution,  work  with 
promotions  staff  on  increasing  bookstore  sales. 

Qualifications:  Typing  60-plus  words  per  minute, 
strong  organizational  and  business  skills,  promo¬ 
tions  experience,  familiarity  with  computers. 
(Microsoft  Word). 

Deadline:  Applications  by  September  28, 1990 

Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads  and 
develop  strategies  for  increasing  advertising  sales. 
Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings.  Evaluate 
and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work 
with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualification*:  Strong  organizational,  communi¬ 
cations,  and  record  keeping  skills.  Previous  sales 
or  marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  September  28, 1990 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  November.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  about  BostorVNew  England 
and  also  stories  with  a  national  scope.  May 
include  some  analytical/feature  writing  as  well. 
Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and  process¬ 
ing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline  pres¬ 
sure.  Knowledge  of  local/national  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong  organiza¬ 
tional  and  record  keeping  skills  and  knowledge  of 
data  entry  and/or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  November  1, 1990. 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefit*:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  fa  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  fa  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Questions?  call  426-4469 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feel¬ 
ings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to 
Ideas  expressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome 
all  contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contribu¬ 
tions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space 
available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of 
the  author  and  are  not  Intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  Inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  K  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out’  con¬ 
tributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff.  Board  or  membership. 


Three  simple  questions 

Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  Martha  Brock  way's  letter, 
her  defense  of  Sister  Anna  Marie  Kane 
sounds  well-meaning  but  is  nonetheless 
specious. 

I  challenge  Sister  Kane,  who  is  the  Vicar 
for  the  Religious  for  the  Diocese  of 
Worcester,  to  answer  three  simple  questions 
in  this  newspaper  or  any  other  public  forum: 
Will  you  go  on  record  endorsing  condom 
use?  Will  you  go  on  record  opposing  the 
Catholic  Church’s  position  that  homosexuali¬ 
ty  is  a  sin  and  a  perversion?  Will  you  go  on 
record  that  an  HIV-infected  woman  who  is 
pregnant  should  receive  counseling,  includ¬ 
ing  abortion  counseling? 

I  can  guarantee  that  Sister  Kane  will  not 
go  on  record  answering  these  three  simple 
questions.  She  wants  to  have  her  cake  and 
eat  it  too.  She  wants  to  be  both  an  executive 
in  the  Catholic  Church  and  an  executive  in 
AIDS  services. 

With  the  Worcester  Transit  Authority  now 
refusing  to  carry  the  state  condom  ad  cam¬ 
paign,  Sister  Kane's  silence  (and  her  ambi¬ 
tion)  could  not  come  at  a  worse  time. 

John  J,  Sakowicz 
Executive  Director 
■  Cape  Cod  AIDS  Council 

Fighting  exploitation  within 
our  community 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  September  9-15  edition  of  GCN, 
some  inaccurate  information  was  given  on  a 
march  that  happened  at  the  Michigan 
Womyn's  Festival.  There  was  a  March 
Against  Racism  on  the  Land  and  in  Support 
of  Womyn  of  Color.  This  was  one  march  and 
it  was  organized  by  a  small  group  of  white 
womyn  involved  in  anti-racist  work.  The 
idea  was  conceived  prior  to  the  Festival  and 
posters  were  put  up  during  the  Festival  so  all 
supporters  could  participate.  Before  the 
march,  womyn  who  happened  to  be  at  the 
Womyn  of  Colors  tent  were  approached  and 
informed  of  our  plans  and  a  poster  was  left 
for  all  to  see. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  while  we  were 
gathering  to  begin  the  march,  I  was  taken  by 
a  woman  on  behalf  of  a  group  of  Womyn  of 
Color  to  support  their  march  protesting  white 
women  selling  and  exploiting  other  cultures 
in  the  Crafts  area.  I  was  asked  because  I  was 
an  intitial  organizer  of  the  white  womyn’s 
march.  Any  white  womyn  who  wanted  to  be 
supporters  were  told  to  follow  the  Womyn  of 
Color  into  the  crafts  area  after  the  two 
marches  met  at  the  WOCs  tent.  Our  march 
originated  in  the  Triangle  and  was  to  end  at 
the  Kitchen.  The  intitial  March  (white 
womyn  in  support  of  Womyn  of  Color) 
stayed  behind  the  Womyn  of  Color  through 
the  Crafts  area  and  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
predetermined  march  route. 

The  information  that  I  was  given  prior  to 
joining  the  Womyn  of  Color  en  route,  was 
that  there  were  white  womyn  in  the  Crafts 
area  selling  goods  derived  from  cultures 
other  than  their  own  —  cultural  exploitation 
as  I  see  it.  I  personally  was  in  support  of 
protesting  this  practice.  Since  the  March,  I 
have  heard  that  there  were  some  Womyn  of 
Color  singled  out  and  accused  of  being  white 
womyn  exploiting  different  cultures.  I  have 
also  heard  the  lack  of  attempt  at  dialogue 
prior  to  the  March  angered  many  womyn  in 
the  Crafts  area.  I  marched  in  support  of  all 
Womyn  of  Color  and  because  I  believe  that 
white  womyn  need  to  take  the  initiative  in 
doing  anti-racist  work.  I  have  mixed  feelings 
about  what  happened  during  these  combined 
marches  at  the  Festival  and  whether  or  not 
my  personal  decision  was  based  on  com¬ 
pletely  accurate  information.  However,  I 
would  rather  take  action  and  risk  making  a 
mistake  or  poor  judgment  than  be  immobi- 
lizied  by  white  guilt  and  not  take  any  action. 
I  learned  a  lot  from  being  a  part  of  this 
march. 

Mostly  I  learned  that  there  is  going  to  be 
pain  and  opposition,  no  matter  what  color 
you  are,  when  you  initiate  an  action  that  has 
been  a  major  divisive  tool  among  womyn.  I 
was  one  of  the  white  womyn  that  staffed  the 
White  Womyn  Against  Racism  table  which 
evolved  after  the  March.  The  large  number 
of  white  womyn  not  understanding  why  we 
had  a  march  and  wanting  to  dialogue  about 
racism,  brought  home  to  me  just  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  to  continually  bring  the  issue  to  the 
forefront  and  take  action  against  racism  even 
in  such  a  "safe"  place  as  Michigan.  Who 
exactly  is  it  safe  for? 

I  see  this  year’s  March  as  a  beginning.  I 
hope  that  next  year  while  womyn  doing  anti- 
racist  work  are  given  a  space  where  we  can 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


further  dialogue  with  other  white  womyn 
about  racism  so  that  responsibility  doesn't 
once  again  fall  to  the  Womyn  of  Color  to 
educate  us.  If  we  aren't  given  a  space,  we 
will  create  one.  I  am  very  interested  in  net¬ 
working  with  other  womyn  doing  anti-racist 
work  to  plan  further  actions. 

Juli  Somers 
Madison,  Wise. 

Stopping  the  Klan  march 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  very  pleased  to  see  your  in-depth 
coverage  of  the  Anti-Klan  rally  in 
Washington  D.C.  on  September  2.  (See 
GCN ,  Sept.  16-22,  1990.)  All  too  often,  in 
our  fight  against  AIDS  and  for  Gay  rights, 
many  activists  fail  to  address  the  issues  of 
racism  and  economic  injustice  which  are 
ultimately  part  of  the  same  struggle. 

However,  as  a  participant  in  the  event,  I 
would  like  to  point  out  that  your  estimate  of 
the  crowd  size  was  very  inaccurate.  You  felt 
that  the  police  estimate  of  3,000  was  too 
large.  You  stated  that  about  900  demonstra¬ 
tors  and  "curious  tourists"  showed  up.  Had 
indeed  only  900  of  us  been  there,  we  would 
have  been  outnumbered  by  the  police  by 
more  than  two-to-one.  The  only  reason  we 
stopped  the  Klan  from  marching  was 
because  we  had  the  strength  in  numbers. 
Furthermore,  the  people  lining  the  10  blocks 
of  Constitution  Avenue  were  in  no  way 
reflective  of  the  "curious"  tourists.  Many 
were  African-American  youth  from  the 
oppressed  neighborhoods  of  Washington 
D.C.  The  organizer's  crowd  estimate  of 
10,000  is  more  accurate. 

Jarmila  Dokladalova 
I  Washington,  D.C. 

But  Michelangelo  painted 
them  too 

Dear  GCN: 

For  months  now,  the  fanatical  right  wing 
has  been  saying  that  they  oppose  censorship 
and  that  when  it  comes  to  all  this 
Mapplethorpe  stuff  they  only  want  to  pre¬ 
vent  taxpayers'  dollars  from  being  funneled 
into  obscene  art.  Lovers  of  profit  and  free 
enterprise  that  they  are,  they’ve  always 
claimed  to  support  the  right  of  privately  per¬ 
verted  collectors  to  snap  up  Mapplethorpe's 
leatherpix.  This  allows  them  to  do  whatever 
it  is  that  leatherguys  do  in  private  with 
pieces  of  photographic  paper  worth  $3- 
8,000.  Maybe  in  the  privacy  of  their  special¬ 
ly  outfitted  gerbilling  dungeons  they  can 
carefully  roll  up  the  pics  and  stick  them  up 
Paul  Cameron's  ass.  Then  they  can  slide 
AIDS-infected  fact-checkers  gently  through 
this  tube  into  his  rectum,  while  he  writhes  in 
pleasure  as  the  fact-checkers  smother  to 
death.  Am  I  right?  Don't  all  your  leather- 
friends  do  this? 

Well,  Bostonians  now  have  seen  the  evi¬ 
dence  that  blows  that  fiction  to  smithereens. 
Apparently,  the  Institute  for  Contemporary 
Art  in  Boston,  which  has  been  showing 
Mapplethorpe  (right  on!),  doesn’t  have 
enough  public-money  connections  to  shake 
a  stick  at,  so  the  old  right-wing  arguments 
are  down  the  tubes.  Did  that  stop  them?  Is 
the  Pope  Catholic?  Didn't  I  read  in  GCN  that 
there's  a  private  Boston  gallery  which  got 
picketed  or  interfered  with  for  showing  the 
"Piss  Christ"  photograph  by  Serrano?  When 
a  copy  of  "Piss  Christ"  shows  up  for  sale  by 
Sotheby's  (as  many  Mapplethorpes  recently 
did),  will  even  private  collectors  be  banned 
from  being  unreligious? 

Let's  put  this  in  perspective.  Do  you  want 
your  tax  dollars  spent  on  some  social  misfit 
painting  God's  genitals?  How  sick!  How 
blasphemous!  But  God's  genitals  were  paint¬ 
ed  by  Michelangelo  on  the  ceiling  of  the 
Sistine  Chapel,  and  nowadays  none  of  the 
religious  right  are  complaining  about  that 
(although  I'll  admit  there  were  those  years 
when  the  Pope  had  the  genitals  painted 
over).  How  about  someone  who  framed  a 
picture  of  Jesus'  penis?  Well,  I'd  hate  to  see 
His  penis  in  its  current  condition,  assuming  I 
could  lay  my  hands  on  it,  but  no  one  seems 
concerned  that  in  the  middle  ages  there  were 
hundreds  of  painters  who  painted  Jesus' 
penis:  on  Jesus  as  a  baby.  Do  that  today,  and 
you  might  get  arrested  for  child  pornogra¬ 
phy.  And  what  about  art  works  that  present 
overtly  sadomasochistic  stimuli  with  homo¬ 
erotic  overtones?  Jesus  on  the  cross  or  Saint 
Sebastian,  anyone? 

These  are  not  new  arguments,  really.  It's 
time  to  call  the  hypocrites,  hypocrites. 
Hundreds  of  years  ago,  you  could  paint 
Jesus'  baby  penis,  Jesus  as  masochist,  God 
with  genitals,  all  that  stuff  —  just  so  long  as 
you  were  deeply  religious  yourself  and  pre¬ 
sented  your  artwork  as  a  gift  to  God.  You 


GLAD  stretching  itself 

By  Jan  Platner 


The  gay  and  lesbian  community  seems  to 
have  a  love-hate  relationship  with  institu¬ 
tions.  On  the  one  hand,  we  are  committed  to 
challenging  many  of  the  institutions  —  the 
nuclear  family,  the  organized  church,  the 
legal  system  —  that  have  oppressed  us  for  so 
long.  Isn't  that  what  gay  liberation  was  all 
about?  On  the  other  hand,  we  want  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  "good"  parts  of  life  in  America, 
to  have  our  share,  to  be  valued  for  who  we 
are,  to  feel  secure  in  knowing  that  our  values 
will  survive  us.  I  believe  this  ambivalence  is 
not  only  healthy  but  also  essential  to  our 
well-being  if  not  our  very  survival. 

If  it  were  not  for  a  handful  of  black,  white 
and  Puerto  Rican  drag  queens  who  turned 
the  tables  on  the  cops  in  a  Greenwich 
Village  bar  over  20  years  ago,  where  would 
we  be  today?  It  is  the  daily  acts  of  resistance 
and  courage,  mostly  small  and  unpublicized, 
that  empower  us  individually  and  give  our 
community  its  vitality  and  its  vision. 

A  slightly  wild-eyed,  most  impertinent 
gay  attorney  scribbles  a  hand-written  motion 
on  a  yellow  legal  pad  and  thrusts  it  at  the 
court  clerk  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  halt  the 
railroading  of  his  client  for  "crimes  against 
nature,"  said  crimes  being  largely  the  fantasy 
of  a  rather  twisted  Boston  police  detective.  It 
isn't  just  the  defendant  who  is  a  queer,  but 
this  time  the  lawyer  is  too,  and  everyone 
knows  it.  And  thus  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD)  is  bom. 

During  the  past  dozen  years  GLAD  has 
grown  from  a  handful  of  volunteers,  mostly 
activists  and  law  students  working  out  of  a 
windowless  back  room  in  John  Ward's 


office,  to  a  professional  legal  office  with  a 
staff  of  six  (soon  to  be  more),  a  high  degree 
of  expertise  regarding  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  and  AIDS  issues,  and  a  solid  track 
record  in  the  community  and  in  the  courts. 
GLAD  has  become  —  dare  I  say  it  —  an 
institution. 

In  the  eight  years  that  I  have  been 
involved  with  GLAD  it  has  been  roundly 
criticized  for  going  entirely  too  far  with  a 
number  of  issues,  and  sternly  upbraided  for 
not  going  nearly  far  enough  with  those  very 
issues.  Such  is  the  lot  of  an  institution.  Even . 
institutions  which  have  as  their  goal  the 
empowerment  of  gay  and  lesbian  communi¬ 
ties,  while  providing  protection  and  cohe¬ 
sion,  are  subject  to  criticism  by  those  who 
disagree  with  a  particular  position  or  tactic. 

As  a  member  of  GLAD's  Board  of 
Directors  I  have  had  two  primary  hopes  for 
the  organization.  One  is  that  we  always  be 
there  to  defend  and  advocate  for  all  of  our 
community,  but  particularly  for  those  of  us 
who  have  been  marginalized.  It  is  imperative 
that  we  never  give  in  to  the  "good  gay-bad 
gay"  syndrome  that  the  straight  world  has 
visited  upon  us,  and  that  we  are  all  in  danger 
of  buying  into  at  times  when  we  are  most 
vulnerable. 

My  other  hope  is  that  GLAD  continue  to 
broaden  our  community's  access  to  the  legal 
institutions  that  have  oppressed  and  imper¬ 
iled  us  for  centuries.  We  can  do  more  than 
simply  manipulate  the  legal  system;  I  firmly 
believe  that  over  time  we  can  in  fact  change 
that  institution  into  something  more  humane, 
more  rational,  more  progressive  and  more 


productive  than  it  is. 

I  readily  admit  to  my  own  ambivalence 
about  institutions  in  general.  The  '60s  are 
indelibly  ingrained  in  my  psyche,  and  I  cele¬ 
brate  those  who  tirelessly  challenge  the  sta¬ 
tus  quo  through  direct  action  or  any  other 
means  necessary.  But  I  also  believe  there  is 
value  in  creating,  defining  and  nourishing 
some  institutions  of  our  own.  At  the  very 
least,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  hold  our 
ground.  We  have  only  to  look  at  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  to  women's  right  to  control  their  own 
bodies  to  know  that  no  victories  are  final,  no 
rights  really  secure. 

I  also  believe  that  we  cannot  hold  our 
ground  without  pushing  ahead.  If  we  contin¬ 
ue  to  press  the  system  from  outside  while  we 
stretch  it  from  within  we  can  move  it,  and 
we  can  change  it. 

GLAD  is  currently  stretching  itself  as  well 
as  the  system.  We  are  growing  in  size,  and 
taking  on  more  work  than  ever  before. 
GLAD  needs  new  Board  members  with 
energy,  talent  and  a  commitment  to  the 
struggle  for  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights.  We 
are  looking  for  people  with  organizational 
skills  who  reflect  the  rich  diversity  of  our 
community.  If  you  are  interested  in  becom¬ 
ing  a  GLAD  Board  member  please  call  the 
GLAD  office  at  (617)  426-1350  or  write  to 
GLAD  at  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112 
for  more  information. 

Janice  Plainer  is  President  of  the  GLAD 
Board  of  Directors  and  executive  director  of 
the  womens  rights  commission. 


probably  still  could  today,  as  long  as  it  was 
clear  that  you  were  sincerely  religious.  What 
really  bugs  the  right  wing  is  not  obscenity, 
but  the  fact  that  the  world's  great  artists 
today  are  so  rarely  religious. 

Can  you  honestly  say  it  was  a  surprise? 

Sincerely  yours, 

Charles  Bonnell 
I  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Freedom  Through  Unity 

Dear  GCN: 

It’s  time  that  Gay  and  Lesbian  Prisoners 
join  together  to  put  a  stop  to  all  the  discrimi¬ 
nation  and  harassment  imposed  upon  us  by 
prison  administrative  authorities.  "Freedom 
Through  Unity,"  is  a  newsletter  for  gay  and 
lesbian  prisoners  nationwide.  It’s  free  to  all 
prisoners  and  its  main  purpose  is  to  help 
educate  gay  prisoners  nationwide  on  issues 
such  as:  How  to  develop  a  nationwide  com¬ 
munication  network  for  all  gay  prisoners  to 
inform  one  another  regularly  as  to  the 
progress  each  of  us  makes  through  adminis¬ 
trative  and  legal  actions.  Share  ideas  and 
advice  and  also  to  list  an  up-to-date  legal 
resource  bulletin.  If  you  are  interested  in 
receiving  a  copy  of  this  newsletter  or  if  you 
would  like  to  have  something  printed  on  a 
future  issue  please  write  to  the  editor:  John 
Middleton,  143771  MCF-SCL,  Box  B„  St. 
Cloud,  MN.  56302-1000.  I  can  receive  cor- 
respondance  from  other  prisoners,  so  there 
won't  be  any  delays  or  problems.  We  can't 
win  by  standing  alone,  we  must  join  togeth¬ 
er  and  earn  our  freedom  through  unity! 


Time  to  put  our  foot  down 

Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  Ms.  Boojack's  piece  in, 
"Speaking  Out,"  (see  GCN ,  Sept.  9-15, 
1990),  I  too  believe  that  more  attention 
nationwide  on  gay  treatment  in  prisons  is 
needed.  I  have  done  time  in  three  different 
states,  VA,  TX,  AZ.  Out  of  those  three, 
Texas  was  the  worst.  I'm  now  in  Virginia 
and  have  done  over  eight  years  behind  bars. 
I'm  an  open  queen  who  has  been  through  it 
all.  Virginia  has  its  problems,  but  it  is  not 
half  as  bad  as  other  states. 

The  prison  systems  do  give  gays  the  short 
end  of  the  stick,  but  in  truth  they  need  us. 
I'm  sure  we  keep  alot  of  inmates  and  women 
officers  from  getting  raped.  They  need  us  to 
help  control  these  places,  but  they  can't 
admit  to  it,  or  show  that  they  need  us. 

From  personal  experience,  I  believe  one 
of  the  main  problems  is  our  own  selves.  We 
do  not  pull  together.  Most  of  the  queens  are 
for  themselves  only.  Who  looks  the  best, 
who  has  or  makes  the  most  money,  who  has 
the  best  clothes.  All  this  is  nature  'cause  I 
too  am  into  that,  but  what  are  we  to  our¬ 


selves  and  the  butch  gays?  Nothing.  We  let 
the  administration  run  over  us  because  we 
won't  pull  together,  we  don't  seem  to  have 
time  to  worry  about,  "Miss  Thing"  that  went 
to  jail  for  no  reason.  We  won't  even  look  out 
for  her  while  she's  in  the  hole! 

Battles  are  won  by  who  has  the  most  peo¬ 
ple  and  what  them  people  do.  Almost  every 
prison  system  has  there  gangs.  These  gangs 
are  for  protection!  Mess  with  one,  you  have 
to  mess  with  them  all.  So  why  can't  the  girls 
have  there  own  gang?  Protecting  each  other 
and  making  things  easier  for  new  girls  com¬ 
ing  in  the  system.  And  what  about  the  butch 
gays  that  have,  or  try  to  stay  undercover. 
Why  do  they  want  to  be  undercover? 
Maybe  it's  the  example  we  give  them. 

From  my  point  of  view,  gays  can  run  any 
sytem.  The  inmate  population  needs  us,  and 
the  prison  administration  needs  us.  Only 
because  we  remain  divided  are  we  being 
victimized.  Together  we  can  stand  like  an 
army  and  defend  what  is  ours. 

I  would  like  all  the  girls  who  are  reading 
this  to  take  a  few  minutes  of  their  time  and 
think  about  this.  If  we  want  someone  else  to 
help  us,  we  must  first  try  to  help  our  own 
selves!  Everyone  in  America  at  one  time  or 
another  had  to  fight  for  their  rights.  I  say  it's 
about  time  for  all  the  homosexuals  in  prison 
to  put  there  foot  down.  Join  together  and  at 
least  try  to  fight  for  our  place.  Then  we 
might  see  people  on  the  outside  get  involved 
also. 

Diane  Johnson 
174303 
Box  1000 

I  Craigsville,  VA  23440 

Times  hits  new  low 

[This  letter  is  a  copy  sent  to  the  New 
York  Times,  Sept.  1990] 


With  the  publication  of  your  front  page 
features,  "AIDS  in  Africa:  A  Killer  Rages 
On"  by  Erik  Eckhom  with  John  Tiemey,  the 
Times  has  hit  new  lows. 

Not  since  the  infamous  Cosmopolitan 
magazine  article  implying  real  American 
heterosexual  women  had  "nothing  to  fear" 
has  such  a  racist,  sexist,  and  homophobical- 
ly-informed  article  appeared  in  the  (presum¬ 
ably)  widely-read  American  press. 

Once  again  Eckhom  and  Tiemey  digress 
into  tired  discussions  of  "brutal, "  "dry"  and 
"uncircumcised"  sex  in  Africa  as  "reasons 
Africans  are  more  at  risk"  —  than  whom? 
Poverty,  inadequate  resources,  lack  of 
access  to  informed  health  provision,  etc.,  are 
barely  touched  upon  in  this,  the  first  of  a 
series.  I  shudder  to  imagine  what  the  other 
articles  will  surmise. 

And  surmise  they  do.  The  not-so-subtle 
subtext  is  to  assure  white  heterosexual 
America  that  gay  men  and  IV  drug  users  (in 


"inner  city  pockets"  no  less)  are  really  at 
risk  here.  May  I  remind  them  that  injection 
drug  users  are  frequently  heterosexual  and 
actively  so  and  that  women  are  the  fastest 
growing  group  of  PWAs  in  this  country 
despite  the  very  limited  CDC  AIDS  defini¬ 
tions  and  group  categorizations  favored  by 
the  U.  S.  government. 

Genital  ulcers  are  not  limited  to  African 
women  —  or  men  —  neither  are  syphillis, 
clamydia,  chancroid  ulcers,  etc.,  as  any 
casual  reading  of  the  past  Times  coverage 
would  indicate.  In  fact  these  infections  are 
not  included  in  the  CDC  AIDS  definition. 
Thus  official  U.S.  AIDS  statistics  (and  it  is 
only  physician-reported  "full-blown  AIDS" 
that  is  counted  in  this  country)  consistently 
under-report  actual  numbers  of  women,  men 
and  children  afflicted. 

It  is  well  past  time  the  Times  published 
informed  and  informing  un-coverage  of  the 
epidemic  here  and  abroad  as  well  as  these 
racist  and  sexist  and  homophobic  attitudes 
affecting  the  realities  of  the  epidemic. 

I  hope  ACT  UP  and  WHAM  (Womens 
Health  Action  Movement )  zap  you  good  for 
this  latest  outrage. 

Very  truly, 
Marea  Murray,  LICSW 


GCN  invites  you  to  submit  your  favorite 
personal  coming-out  story  for  possible  inclu¬ 
sion  in  an  upcoming  issue.  Stories  should  be 
approximately  one  page  in  length  (typewrit¬ 
ten,  double-spaced)  and  can  be  funny, 
poignant,  serious,  sad,  you  name  it!  Stories 
must  be  received  by  Wednesday,  Oct.  3  to 
be  considered  for  our  issue  to  be  published 
Oct.  12. 

Stories  received  after  that  date  will  be 
considered  for  a  proposed  occasional  col¬ 
umn  of  coming  out  stories  to  be  published  in 
future  issues  of  GCN. 

Please  send  your  coming-out  stories  to 
GCN  Features,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Please  mark  envelopes 
"Submission."  Be  sure  to  include  your  name, 
or  a  pseudonym,  topbe  published  with  your 
story. 

We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  tor  clarity  and 
length.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  returned 
unless  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 
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HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Tuesday  •  7:30  PM 
September  18, 1990 
St.  Jean's  Church 

253  Watertown  St.  •  Newton 
Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


Trial 

Continued  from  page  I 

ins”  held  by  activists  portraying  deaths  from 
AIDS. 

“Freedom  of  expression  under  attack! 
What  do  we  do?  Act  up!  Fight  back!”  they 
chanted  outside  courtroom  windows.  That 
refrain  —  as  well  as  the  civil  disobedience 
—  is  rare  here,  compared  to  other  U.S.  cities 
where  militant  action  is  more  familiar. 

In  an  unusual  move,  assistant  Police  Chief 
Ed  Ammann  said  he  would  press  charges 
against  protesters  who  are  identifiable  in 
videotapes  shot  by  police.  After  consulting 
with  prosecutors,  Ammann  said  he  would 
deliver  warrants  for  disorderly  conduct  and 
parading  without  a  permit 

“It’s  Orwellian,”  responded  GLMA’s  Bill 
Wilson,  referring  to  author  George  Orwell’s 
1984,  which  is  about  a  totalitarian  govern¬ 
ment. 

Participants  in  the  demonstration  included 
local  activists,  representatives  from  ACT  UP 
affiliates  in  Columbus  and  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
members  of  New  York  City’s  Queer  Nation, 
and  students  from  the  Art  Academy  here  and 
Antioch  College  in  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio. 

Meanwhile,  jury  selection  began  in  Judge 
David  Albanese’s  courtroom.  Albanese  ruled 
Sept.  6  that  each  photograph  must  be 
considered  separately,  rather  than  as  parts  of 
a  work  taken  as  a  whole.  (See  GCN,  Sept. 
16.)  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  held  that 
an  allegedly  obscene  work  must  be  consid¬ 
ered  “as  a  whole,”  saying  that  excerpts  from 
a  book,  or  a  scene  from  a  film,  may  not  be 
separated  from  the  work’s  overall  context. 
Defense  lawyers  are  expected  to  challenge 
Albanese’s  ruling  as  the  trial  proceeds. 

Fire 

Continued  from  page  I 

that  he  thought  official  interest  in  what  had 
happened  dropped  off  “once  they  found  out 
who  we  were,  who  our  enemies  were.” 

Cunningham  also  said  that  he  thought 
authorities  were  deliberately  downplaying 
the  fire.  When  the  fire  marshal  came  to  ACT 
UP’s  offices,  said  Cunningham,  “he  looked 
us  in  the  eye  and  said,  ‘Arson’.’’  A  day  later, 
however,  in  local  press  coverage,  the  marshal 
referred  to  the  incident  as  “a  small  rubbish 
fire." 

“I  called  [the  marshal]  and  said,  ’A  small 
rubbish  fire?'  What  the  hell  do  you  mean?,” 
said  Cunningham.  “He  said,  ‘We’re  afraid 
you’re  going  to  maximize  this  for  publicity 
purposes.’” 

Even  more  pointedly,  Cunningham  said, 
accounts  of  the  fire  in  The  New  York  Times 
changed  between  two  editions,  with  the  later 
one  including  a  statement  that  implied  an 
ACT  UP  member  had  started  the  blaze. 
While  the  Saturday  evening  edition  of  the 
Sunday  Times  ran  a  small  article  on  the  fire 
that  was  “fine  —  it  only  had  a  few  little  fac¬ 
tual  errors,"  said  Cunningham,  the  Sunday 
morning  edition  contained  a  new  paragraph 
in  which  the  fire  commissioner  said  that 
about  35  ACT  UP  members  had  keys  to  the 
new  space.  Cunningham  said  that  there  were 
just  five  keys  to  the  space  among  ACT  UP 
members,  and  that  those  keys  were  held  only 
by  “my  closest  associates," 

When  Cunningham  called  the  fire  com¬ 
missioner,  he  denied  ever  having  made  the 
remark  about  the  35  keys.  Meanwhile,  the 
reporter  who  wrote  the  Saturday  evening  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  story  claimed  never  to  have  writ¬ 
ten  the  additional  paragraph.  “It's  an  orches¬ 
trated  attempt  by  the  media  and  officials  to 
turn  this  in  on  ACT  UP."  continued 
Cunningham.  “I’m  really  appalled  at  the 


manipulation  of  this.” 

Surrounded  by  controversy 

Nonetheless,  ACT  UP  members  were 
themselves  at  a  loss  for  likely  suspects.  “It 
could  be  150  things,”  said  Taylor.  “It  could 
be  nothing.”  He  pointed  out  that,  during  the 
course  of  its  political  actions,  ACT  UP  has 
made  many  powerful  enemies,  including  the 
government,  major  corporations  and  church 
organizations.  In  particular,  Taylor  said,  the 
boycott  of  Marlboro  cigarettes  and  Miller 
beer,  along  with  the  trial  of  the  seven  ACT 
UP/New  York  members  who  charged  St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral  on  Dec.  10,  1989,  have 
kept  controversy  swirling  around  the  activist 
group. 

The  Washington,  D.C.  ACT  UP  chapter 
initiated  a  boycott  against  Marlboro  this 
spring  in  an  attempt  to  block  the  reelection 
attempt  of  homophobic  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R 
-  N.C.).  Helms’  campaign  is  being  financed 
in  part  by  Marlboro’s  powerful  affiliate, 
Philip  Morris  (see  GCN,  Sept.  1  and  23, 
1990).  The  boycott  expanded  during  the 
summer  to  include  Miller  beer,  which  is 
directly  owned  by  Philip  Morris.  ACT 
UP/New  York  has  since  become  a  nerve  cen¬ 
ter  for  the  boycott 

The  “Stop  the  Church”  demonstration  out¬ 
side  St.  Patrick’s,  which  targeted  Roman 
Catholic  John  Cardinal  O’Connor,  culminat¬ 
ed  with  seven  protesters  entering  the  cathe¬ 
dral  and  drowning  out  O’Connor.  The  “St. 
Patrick’s  Seven,”  who  were  arrested  at  the 
demonstration,  currently  await  a  hearing, 
which  has  been  scheduled  for  Oct  15. 

‘Armed  assassins’ 

Commenting  on  the  large  number  of  ene¬ 
mies  ACT  UP  has  accumulated  over  the 
years,  Cunningham  said  he  thought  that  the 
public  perception  of  the  New  York  chapter,  at 
least,  was  sometimes  a  bit  hysterical.  “What 
I  love  about  our  portrayal  is  that  [people] 
think  we’re  a  bunch  of  armed  assasins  —  but 
we  have  never  destroyed  property,  never  hurt 
anyone,  never  threatened  to  hurt  anyone,”  he 
said. 

Cunningham  also  said  he  thought  it  was 
useful  to  understand  the  historical  context  of 
ACT  UP’s  tactics,  which  were  bom  out  of 
“the  Reagan  80s.” 

“Anyone  who  sat  down  in  the  street  was 
perceived  as  radical,”  he  said.  “In  that  politi¬ 
cally  retarded  and  passive  time,  we  looked 
incredibly  radical."  Cunningham  argued  that 
ACT  UP’s  profile  had  risen  in  recent  years 
because  of  its  increasing  membership,  not 
because  the  group  had  gotten  out  of  control. 
“Our  tactics  haven’t  escalated,”  he  said. 

As  for  the  fire,  Cunningham  said,  “most 
everyone  wants  to  find  a  reason  to  hate  ACT 
UP.  They  would  love  it  if  one  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  did  something  violent."  In  any  case, 
people  in  the  group  are  already  putting  the 
incident  behind  them,  said  Taylor,  adding, 

“Life  goes  on."  .. 

— ; filed  from  Boston 

Michigan 

Continued  from  page  3 

meet  someone  there,  you  could  wait  for 
weeks,"  he  said. 

Planning  for  next  time 

Carmouche  added  that  activists  are  braced 
for  a  long-term  battle  over  the  Adrian  17. 
He  noted  that  among  those  planning  for  the 
Sept.  22  protest,  “there  was  a  unanimous 
sentiment  that  if  our  demands  our  not  met, 
we'll  be  back  again.” 

DeLine,  who  said  he  was  thinking  serious¬ 
ly  about  leaving  Adrian  because  of  his  arrest, 
nonetheless  agreed  that  the  outburst  of 
activism  was  for  the  best.  “I  think  they’re 
going  to  get  somewhere  with  it,"  he  said. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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You’ve  Kept  This 
Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it 
was  your  fault.  You’re  still 
mistrustful  of  people. 

You  feel  different,  less  than 
others.  And  so  ashamed. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


Sidf 

POSTERS  GRAPHICS  PAINTINGS 

237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  differing  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women's  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $500  (SI 0.00  for 
organisations! professionals)  plus  SI  .OOP ill  to: 
The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02111  (617)  426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Jo an  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
(WAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

4  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Kit  SCHOOufS. 


\  The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•  Social/Cultural  Events 
•  Holiday  Observances 
•  Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11  Cambridge,  MA  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  8c 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  k  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M  -  Th  6  - 11  PM  asid  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8  30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
ccmnseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave»  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholtstic  health  services : 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

DLC 

General  Practice 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

•  Family  Law 

C.L.U. 

•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Insurance 

Employment 

for  all  your  needs 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

Congress  St.  Box  1  762 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 

52  Western  Avenue 

East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

255-2600 

(617)  876-7099 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 

LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


This  contingent  in  the  1 989  Puerto  Rico  Day  Parade  in  New  York  is  an  early  example  of  increasing 
lesbain  and  gay  visibility  in  the  independtista 

Decision  in  Puerto  Rico 


Making  room  for  lesbian  and  gay  issues  in  a  time  of  transition 


By  Mark  Chesnut 

"From  this  night  forward,  each  one  of  us 
should  vow  to  put  an  end  to  the  words 
queer  and  fag ,  "  Jose  E.  Lopez,  the  first  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Puerto  Rican  National 
Liberation  Movement  (MLN),  said  in  an 
impassioned  eulogy  he  wrote  for  Bartolo 
Hernandez  de  Jesus,  an  openly  gay  activist 
who  died  last  year.  "  For  many  years  our 
struggle  rejected  him  even  though  he  want¬ 
ed  to  be  part  of  it,"  Lopez  continued, 
"[because]  his  sexual  preference  was  not 
accepted  in  the  movement." 

That  eulogy  was  representative  in  many 
ways  of  the  great  contrasts  that  exist  in  the 
Puerto  Rican  independence  movement  when 
it  comes  to  acceptance  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Puerto  Rico 
historically  have  not  had  it  easy,  in  terms  of 
social  acceptance,  legal  rights,  or  increas- 
ingly-important  health  services.  But  with 
the  pending  1991  referendum  that  would 
determine  the  political  future  of  Puerto 
Rico,  discussion  has  increased  over  how 
best  to  further  gay  and  lesbian  rights  and 
also  address  issues  surrounding  AIDS. 

The  referendum  that  the  U.S.  Congress  is 
considering  aims  to  give  Puerto  Rico's  3.5 
million  residents  the  right  to  vote  on 
whether  Puerto  Rico  should  become  the 
51st  state,  an  independent  nation,  or  main- 
Lain  an  enhanced  commonwealth  status. 
Puerto  Ricans  last  voted  on  these  options  in 
1967,  and  favored  the  status  quo  as  a  U.S. 
commonwealth  over  statehood  by  60.5%  to 
38.9%.  This  time  around,  there  are  even 
more  issues  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
consider  as  they  make  their  decision. 

Strength  in  independence 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  favoring  indepen¬ 
dence  have  found  some  hope  with  the  MLN, 
an  organization  that  operates  only  in  the 
United  States.  In  1987,  the  organization 
adopted  a  progressive  platform  on  gay 
rights,  AIDS,  sexism,  reproductive  freedom, 
and  racism  in  Puerto  Rico.  The  MLN  also 
operates  an  alternative  treatment  clinic  for 
people  with  AIDS  in  Chicago,  with  a  gay 
man  serving  as  one  of  its  directors. 
However,  this  level  of  acceptance  has  not 
been  reflected  by  the  independence  move¬ 
ment  within  Puerto  Rico. 

The  independentistas,  or  pro-indepen¬ 
dence  activists  have  been  the  most  vocal 
group  of  lesbian  and  gay  Puerto  Rican  peo¬ 
ple,  particularly  in  the  United  States,  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  large  number  of  independen¬ 
tistas  at  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade  in 
New  York  City  this  year.  A  pro-indepen¬ 
dence  march  and  rally  at  the  United  Nations 
in  1989  included  a  lesbian  and  gay  contin¬ 
gent,  and  a  speech  by  Francisco 
Dominguez,  an  openly-gay  Puerto  Rican 
man  who  has  been  working  to  integrate  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  issues  into  the  agenda  of  the 
independence  movement. 

Still,  activist  Jose  Santini  acknowledges 
that  homophobia  is  as  much  a  problem  in 
the  independence  movement  as  in  the  other 
political  parties  in  Puerto  Rico. 
"Historically,  there  has  been  a  lot  of  homo¬ 
phobia  in  the  independentista  movement," 
Santini  said.  "But  that  doesn't  mean  that 
gays  and  lesbians  haven’t  been  involved. 
There  are  many  involved,  but  their  work  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men  hasn't  been  recog¬ 
nized,  although  they  are  recognized  as  free¬ 
dom  fighters." 

Lesbian  and  gay  independtistas  see  the 


U.S  control  over  Puerto  Rico  as  colonial¬ 
ism  or  imperialism,  and  say  that  Puerto  Rico 
would  be  better  off  without  the  United 
States'  economic,  governmental  or  military 
presence.  They  see  the  development  of  an 
independent  Puerto  Rico  as  critical  to  the 
advance  of  human  rights  for  everyone.  "We 
have  to  deal  with  our  national  identity,"  said 
Santini,  "And  once  we  have  that  settled,  I 
think  we're  definitely  going  to  be  more  open 
to  accept  different  types  of  lifestyles." 

The  Argument  for  Statehood 

Of  the  concerns  that  have  turned  some 
toward  statehood,  one  of  the  most  powerful 
is  AIDS,  which  is  spreading  in  Puerto  Rico 
at  a  faster  per  capita  rate  than  the  mainland 
United  States.  According  to  Jose  Toro,  who 
works  with  Fundacion  SIDA,  the  AIDS 
Foundation  of  Puerto  Rico  in  San  Juan,  the 
United  States  government  places  a  limit  of 
$79  million  dollars  on  Medicaid  for  all  of 
Puerto  Rico's  healthcare  programs,  which  is 
well  below  the  amount  allotted  within  the 
United  States.  As  a  result,  people  with 
AIDS  suffer  from  inadequate  services,  and  a 
lack  of  availability  of  drugs  like  AZT  and 
aerosolIZED  pentamadine.  If  Puerto  Rico 
were  to  become  a  state,  Toro  reasons,  the 
amount  of  aid  from  the  federal  government 
would  increase.  If  Puerto  Rico  were  to 
become  independent,  some  fear  the  country 
would  be  too  finaNcially  burdened  to 
improve  healthcare  services,  while  main¬ 
tained  commonwealth  status  would  not 
affect  any  significant  change. 

Progress  by  association  is  another  reason 
some  support  statehood,  "I  guess,  in  a  sense, 
we  envy  the  civil  rights  that  have  been 
worked  out  in  the  States,"  said  Toro,  who 
nevertheless  describes  himself  as  an  inde¬ 
pendentista.  Association  with  the  advances 
made  in  the  United  States  could  be  helpful 
for  the  struggling  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  in  Puerto  Rico,  and  federal  anti-discrimi¬ 
nation  laws  could  be  enforced  in  courts 
there. 

Luis  Lopez,  who  lives  in  New  York  City, 
favors  statehood  partly  because  he  fears 
what  might  happen  in  an  independent 
Puerto  Rico,  based  on  what  has  happened  in 
other  Latin  American  countries.  In  Cuba, 
people  who  tested  HIV  positive  have  been 
put  into  holding  pens  likened  to  concentra¬ 
tion  camps,  and  "There  are  other  countries 
where  they  are  independent,  like  the 
Dominican  Republic,  and  they  closed  all  the 
bars,  and  in  a  lot  of  other  Latin  countries, 
they  close  everything,"  continued  Lopez. 
"In  Puerto  Rico  because  of  the  influence  of 
the  United  States,  we  can  come  out  some¬ 
times,  Not  everybody  wants  to  come  out, 
because  they  are  afraid  their  parents  and 
society  will  reject  them,  but  a  lot  of  them 
do.” 

In  spite  of  Lopez'  openness,  Toro  claimed 
that  most  lesbians  and  gay  men  involved  in 
the  statehood  movement  are  not  open  about 
their  sexuality.  "I  know  a  lot  of  gay  people 
who  are  working  on  the  estadista  [state¬ 
hood]  movement,"  he  said.  "Those  who  are 
involved  in  the  right  and  in  the  center  of  the 
political  parties  here  in  Puerto  Rico  will  not 
openly  [state  that  they  are]  gay  or  lesbian. 
They  are  more  or  less  accepted,  as  long  as 
they  don't  talk  about  it." 

In  spite  of  political  differences,  many  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  Puerto  Rican  people  find  that 
they  still  must  work  together  to  fight  the 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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BENTHORNBERRY 


On  the  edge,  under 
the  gun 

A  Boston  symposium  examines  the  right-wing  attack  on  radical 
sexuality 


Mapplethorpe  and  the  Body. 

A  symposium  with  Gayle  Rubin,  Carol  Vance, 
Carrie  Mae  Weems,  Kobena  Mercer  and  others. 
Presented  by  the  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art, 
Boston,  Sept  23. 

By  Wickie  Stamps 

At  a  recent  symposium  called 
“Mapplethorpe  and  the  Body,”  sponsored  by 
Boston’s  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  fem¬ 
inist  theorists  asserted  that  the  attack  on  the 
works  of  photographer  Robert  Mapplethorpe 
is  more  than  an  assault  on  art,  it  is  an  offen¬ 
sive  against  radical  sexualities. 

Gayle  Rubin,  author  of  The  Traffic  in 
Women  and  Thinking  Sex  and  an  anthropolo¬ 
gist  who  has  studied  SM  and  leather  commu¬ 
nities,  said,  “The  SM  content  of 
Mapplethorpe’s  work  has  made  people 
squeamish.  While  the  SM  images  have 
played  a  significant  role  in  the  controversy, 
defenders  of  Mapplethorpe  and  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  have,  for  the  most 
part,  ignored  those  images  and  their  role.  SM 
images  have  served  as  a  vehicle  with  which 
to  attack  the  NEA  and  sexually  explicit  art 
and  at  the  same  time,  the  NEA  has  helped 
worsen  the  political  and  legal  climate  for  SM 
images  and  communities.”  She  went  on  to 
assert  that  “there  is  a  growing  tendency 
toward  defining  SM  images  as  obscene.” 

Rubin,  who  has  fought  for  years  against 
the  feminist  anti-pornography  movements, 
further  suggested  that  the  “brawl  over 
Mapplethorpe’s  work  is  an  ironic  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  way  in  which  feminist  anti- 
pom  rhetoric  has  been  appropriated  by  the 
right-wing.  "In  the  late  1970s,  SM  images 
were  used  by  the  anti-pom  movement  for 
shock  value  and  to  sell  their  critique  of  pom- 
as-violence-against-women.  Since  the  late 
‘70s,  there  has  been  a  convergence  between 
the  Right-wing  and  feminist  anti-pom  goals. 

"Stripped  of  their  feminist  content,  much 
of  the  language  and  many  of  the  tactics  of 
persuasion  developed  by  the  feminist  anti- 
pom  movement  have  been  assimilated  by  the 
Right-wing.  Where  the  feminist  anti-pom 
movement  failed,  the  Right-wing  has  been 
partially  successful  in  including  SM  within 
the  legal  definition  of  obscenity  through  the 
language  of  the  funding  restriction  on  the 
NEA." 

Carol  Vance,  editor  of  the  feminist  theoret¬ 
ical  work  Pleasure  and  Danger:  Exploring 
Female  Sexuality  and  contributor  to  Caught 
Looking,  a  collection  of  feminist  anti-censor¬ 
ship  writings,  agreed  with  Rubin’s  perspec¬ 
tives.  She  staled  that  the  "campaign  against 
images"  must  be  understood  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  present  “sex  panic"  encompassing 
abortion  rights,  gay/lesbian  liberation  and 
teen  pregnancy. 

"Due  to  the  intricate  weaving  of  sexuality 


throughout  our  society  this  assault  is  incredi¬ 
bly  potent,”  Vance  said.  “Right-wingers,  who 
assume  that  sex  is  polluting  and  endangering, 
feel  that  if  they  can  regulate  sexual  images, 
which  they  see  as  a  first  step  towards  control¬ 
ling  behavior,  they  can  therefore  regulate 
sexuality.  The  Right  wants  to  cordon  off  sex 
and  reestablish  the  traditional  link  between 
sex,  procreation  and  marriage.  They  assume 
that  by  curtailing  sexual  passions  and  any 
images  of  passion  such  as  seen  in 
Mapplethorpe,  they  can  reestablish  this  con¬ 
servative  link.” 

Both  Vance  and  Rubin  assert  that  conser¬ 
vatives  are  now  targeting  visual  materials 
such  as  photography  and  film.  Vance  later 
stated  that  although  the  Right  justifies  its 
actions  through  a  feminist  model  based  on 
deterring  violence  against  women,  it  is 
enforcing  conservative  values  and  models 
that  are  inherently  anti-woman. 

During  the  discussion,  Vance  and  Rubin 
concurred  that  the  right-wing’s  censorship 
campaign  is  also  going  after  feminist  works 
such  as  the  performance  theater  of  Annie 
Sprinkle  and  Karen  Finley.  They  both  stated 
that  low-budget  lesbian  erotica  publications 
such  as  On  Our  Backs  are  extremely  vulnera¬ 
ble  to  assault  due  to  lack  of  financial 
resources  necessary  to  fend  off  right-wing 
attacks.  Another  Achilles  heel  for  such  publi¬ 
cations  is  the  disdain  in  which  segments  of 
the  women’s  anti-pom  movement  also  holds 
them. 

The  discussion  moved  to  a  different  arena 
when  artist  and  teacher  Carrie  Mae  Weems 
and  professor  Kobena  Mercer  addressed  the 
repression  and  distortion  of  Black  sexuality 
perpetuated  —  not  by  the  Right  wing  —  but 
by  Mapplethorpe  himself.  According  to 
Weems,  “Mapplethorpe’s  aesthetization  of 
Black  men  for  the  gaze  of  white  men  leaves 
Black  male  sexuality  tamed,  docile  and  coop¬ 
erative.  The  Black  body  becomes  something 
to  be  acted  upon.”  Mercer,  who  concurred 
that  “Mapplethorpe  does  not  rise  above  the 
racial  stereotypes,”  further  asserted  that 
“What  is  at  issue  is  that  Black  men  do  not 
have  access  to  the  control  of  the  means  of 
production,  and  the  images  of  themselves 
that  do  exist  are  often  distorted,  invisible  or 
marginalized." 

Regardless  of  individual  perspectives,  all 
who  spoke  encouraged  listeners  to  take 
action  against  the  growing  right-wing  assault 
on  alternative  sexualities.  Vance  concluded 
her  talk  by  asserting  that  in  its  battle  against 
censorship,  the  arts  community  —  and  all 
coalitions  against  censorship  —  must 
embrace  not  only  the  right  to  artistic  freedom 
but  the  sexual  minority  communities  who  are 
actually  under  siege. 
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Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimminnng  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

11/2  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  and  Leslie 


the  Club  for  women 

Thurs  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM.  Sat  9PM-2AM ,  Sun  9PM-  1AM 
8  2  3  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  M  A  6  17-497-7200 


Womencrafts 


-  Across  the  street 

/ 

from  our  old  location. 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


Celebrate  The  New  Indigo 

Experience  The  Chang 

See  Maplethorpe's  Women 
(reproductions  of  Maplethorpe’s  photographs 
of  women  -  now  on  display) 
Indigo  ■*  On  S  u  n  d  a 
For  Women  &  Their  Friends  9-1 
Dance  to  D.J.  Linda  Lawrence 
Express  Y  o  u  r  s  e 
Women’s  Talent  Showcase  Oct.  31 
In  the  gallery  •  Liz  JVania 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offeriing  country  charm.  2.  a  vaction  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Mmmsoo 

_ Just  SI  o  minute _ 


($2  for  1  st  minute) 

LISTEN  TO  HOT  MESSAGES  & 
LEAVE  YOUR  ANSWER  IN 
COMPLETE  PRIVACY 
ON  OUR  NEW 
ELECTRONIC  MAIL  BOX 

1  -900-234-2345 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Nancy  legally  has  two  parents 
now — Anne  and  Rebecca — 
thanks  to  the  National  Center 
for  Lesbian  Rights. 

ATTENTION  FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEES 

This  year,  for  the  first 
time,  you  can 
designate  the  National 
Center  for  Lesbian 
Rights  in  the 
Combined  Federal 
Campaign. 

Help  win  landmark 
legal  rights  for 
lesbians,  gay  men,  and 
their  families. 

National 
Center  for 
Lesbian  Rights 

CFC  #1076 

1663  Mission  St.,  5th  Floor 
S.F.,  CA  94103 


Vacation 


Continued  from  backpage 


America.  Although  restoration  by  the  U.S. 
Park  Service  has  just  begun,  the  site  was 
most  recently  a  laundromat,  and  still  contains 
the  washers  and  dryers.  The  park  service  has 
a  small  museum  nearby,  at  which  I  learned 
that  it  took  only  three  weeks  from  when 
Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  first  conceived  of  a 
convention  to  when  it  was  held,  attended  by 
about  300  men  and  women.  That  was  in  the 
days  before  telephones  and  Xeroxes,  and  I 
was  impressed. 

Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton’s  home  is  also  a 
national  park  site,  complete  with  a  friendly 
woman  ranger.  I  was  most  impressed  by  a 
sculpture  of  two  hands  clasping,  made  from  a 
life  mold,  with  the  names  “Elizabeth  Cady 
Stanton"  and  “Susan  B.  Anthony”  inscribed 
in  the  forearms.  It  has  not  been  ascertained  if 
the  mold  was  acutally  taken  from  these  two 
women,  but  it  would  certainly  be  likely. 
Satnalon  and  Anthony  are  believe  to  have 
been  more  than  friends  during  their  50-year 
relationship,  and  I  thought  this  was  a  most 
touching  artistic  tribute  to  them.  Someday  I 
hope  to  see  this  sculpture  inscribed  on  the 
back  of  the  Susan  B.  Anthony  silver  dollar  of 
the  lesbian/gay  nation. 

Harriet  Tubman  lived  in  the  area  during 
her  underground-railroad  years.  After  the 
Civil  War,  she  turned  her  home  into  a  shelter 
for  the  homeless  and  aged.  On  the  way  to  her 
house,  we  read  aloud  from  a  children’s  book 
about  her  and  played  the  Holly  Near/Ronnie 
Gilbert  version  of  the  song  “Lifeline,”  which 
is  about  Tubman’s  heroism. 

Tubman’s  lovely  house  is  beautifully 
maintained,  with  spacious  grounds  and  white 
picket  fences  providing  a  very  19th-century 
ambience.  In  the  back  stands  an  ancient  apple 
tree,  already  dropping  lots  of  ripe  apples  that 
made  the  whole  yard  smell  of  fragrant  apple¬ 
sauce.  I  saved  the  seeds  from  my  apple  and 
am  hoping  to  start  a  tree. 

The  most  recent  site  of  feminist  history  in 
the  area  is  the  Women’s  Encampment  for 
Peace  and  Justice,  also  known  as  the  Seneca 
Women’s  Peace  Camp.  I  hadn’t  been  there 
since  1983,  when  I  reported  on  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  weapons  demonstrations  at  Seneca 
for  GCN.  1  was  surprised  to  find  that  in  seven 
years,  nothing  seems  to  have  changed  —  all 
the  colorful  murals  women  were  painting 
that  summer  are  still  there,  only  slightly 
faded  by  the  sun.  The  farmhouse  is  still 
inhabited  by  the  crew-cut  Amazon  types 
whom  the  local  populace  found  so  terrifying. 
I  was  told  that  after  seven  years  of  hostility, 
the  local  people  have  finally  begun  to  realize 
that  toxic  waste  stored  in  the  Seneca  Army 
Depot  might  be  a  health  hazard  to  them,  and 
that  they  are  beginning  to  work  in  coalition 
with  the  peace-camp  women  and  other  local 
anti-nuke  activists. 

After  leaving  the  peace  camp,  we  stopped 
our  van  in  front  of  the  army  depot  gate  down 
the  road,  and  within  a  minute  two  police  offi¬ 
cers  were  checking  us  out  “We’re  lost,”  said 
our  quick-thinking  driver,  a  Quaker  peace 
activist  with  a  long  resume  of  anti-nuke 
actions.  With  relief,  the  police  officer  turned 
to  his  partner,  saying  “They’re  just  lost.”  So  I 
guess  the  peace  camp  continues  to  keep  the 
government  on  its  toes  watching  for  danger¬ 
ous  women. 

My  experiences  in  the  writing-workshop 
community,  and  seeing  the  outer  environ¬ 
ment  of  feminist  history  made  a  powerful 
and  inspiring  combination.  My  vacation  has 
left  me  energized  to  continue  my  efforts, 
using  my  new  skills  and  confidence. 

For  information  about  the  1991  workshop, 
write  to  FWWW,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  6583,  Ithaca, 
NY,  14851 .  Scholarship  aid  is  available. 
Donations  are  also  accepted  for  those  who 
would  like  to  support  this  endeavor. 


...Since  early 
childhood  people 
have  marveled  at 
your  incredible 
folding  skills... 

Let  us  put  those  skills 
to  good  use.  Seriously, 
our  Promotions  dept, 
has  large  volume 
direct  mails  to  do  this 
fall  and  we  could 
really  use  your  help. 
Call  Lenny  426-4469 
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HOT 

TALKING 

PERSONALS! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 

Gay  "Talking  Personals"  for  Dates  and  Friends 
Fun  and  Easy,  with  Voicemail  for  privacy 


$1.45/min.  Gay  owned  and  operated 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3626 


You  Get  Much  More 
For  Your  Money  From 

MATCH  ©  MATE 

For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


*  Match-Mate  s  Super  Computer  has  capa-  *  Conference  Calls  with  up  to  8  guvs 

citv  for  3,000  Mailboxes.  Each  Mailbox  has  *  ManScan  with  1  on  1  rematch  feature 

staying  power  of  at  least  14  days. 


voice  Mail  Box 
1-900-820-8017 

075  cts.  per  min.  SI. 50  first  min. 


Live  Action 
1-900-999-MANN 

0.95  cts.  per  min.  6  2  6  6 

Call  Free  (213)  617-0753 


Callers  Must  Be  18  Years  or  Older 


y////////////////////////////^^^^ 
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Three  letters  that  you  should  know  more  about 


The  Medical  Information  Bureau  (MIB)  symbolizes  the  secrecy,  the 
abuse,  the  greed  and  the  power  of  the  private  Insurance  Industry. 
The  MIB  Is  a  private,  unregulated,  computer  data  bank  funded  by 
health,  life  and  disability  Insurance  companies.  The  purpose  of  the 
MIB  Is  to  raise  premiums  and  deny  Insurance  coverage. 

While  3  7  million  Americans  have  no  health  Insurance  coverage, 
millions  more  have  Inadequate  coverage,  and  people  are  dying  for 
lack  of  decent  health  care,  the  MI  B  is  doing  everything  It  can  to  keep 
people  away  from  the  health  care  that  could  save  their  lives. 


ZAP  THE  MIB 

On  Wednesday,  October  3,  1990,  call  the  following 
numbers  between  8:30-4:00.  Request  your  record! 


Area  Code:  617- 


3294500 

3294501 

3294502 

3294503 

3294504 

3294505 

3294506 

3294507 

3294508 

3294509 

329  9960 

3294891 

3294892 

329-7520 

329  7843 

329  8743 

329-8780 

329  9101 

329  9961 

329  9962 

329  9963 

329  9964 

329  9965 

STOP  THE  MIB 


On  Wednesday,  October  3,  1990  —  National  Health 
Care  Day  —  Act  Up  Invites  you  to  |oin  In  a  ma|or 
demonstration  at  4:00  at  the  Medical  Information 
Bureau’s  headquarters  160  University  Avenue  in 
Westwood,  Massachussetts.  The  MIB  is  conveniently 
located  off  Route  128  and  21  minutes  by  the 
Attleboro/Stoughton  Commuter  Rail.  Take  the  train  at 
2:35,  3:1S  or  3:50  from  South  Station.  For  further 
Information  call  David  at  (617)  437-9838  or  ACT-UP/ 
Boston  at  (617)  49-ACTUP. 


Ad  IP 


llOITOM | 


Meetings:  Tuesdays,  7  pm,  Boston  living  Center, 
140  Clarendon  (TWCA) 


CELEBRATE*  with 


Cliff  Amesen,  David  Becker, 
Emanuel  Berger,  Tim  Burgers, 

Given  Bloomingdale,  Warren  Blumenfeld, 
Richard  Braun,  Richard  Bums, 

Kevin  Cathcart,  Kim  K.  Crawford  Harvie, 
Diane  Daren,  David  Dixon, 

Buffy  Dunker,  Rosemary  Dunn  Dalton, 
Richard  Giglio, Woody  Glenn, 

Don  Gorton,  Alan  Gray, 

John  Graves,  Richie  Hammett, 

James  Hayes, Deborah  Heller, 

Scott  Kennedy,  Erick  Kristensen, 

Janet  Kyle,  Stewart  Landers, 

Ann  Maguire,  Brian  McNaught, 

John  Nicoli,  Robyn  Ochs, 

Richard  Olson,  Dave  Peterson, 

Al  Petras,  Janice  Platner, 

Eric  Rofes,  Susan  Roger, 

Arm  Sanders,  David  Scondras, 
Sandra  Smales,  Fenwick  Smith, 

Mark  Smith,  Matthew  Thall, 

Steven  Tierney,  Katherine  Triantafillou, 
Candace  Van  Auken,  Michael  Wasserman, 
Carol  Wessling,  Robert  Wheatley, 
James  Williams,  Melissa  Wills,  Lester  Wong 


You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend 
The  First  Birthday  Party  for 

The  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Community  Center 

at  338  Newbury  Street  on  the  evening  of 
Thursday,  October  fourth  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety 
from  fwe-thirty  to  nine  o'  clock 
Refreshments  and  hors  d'oeuvres 
$10  Donation  requested 

For  more  information  call  The  Center  at  (617)  247-2927 


Puerto  Rico 

Continued  from  7 

common  enemies  of  homophobia,  sexism, 
racism,  and  AIDS  that  exist  regardless  of 
political  affliations.  A  diverse  group  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  New  York's  Puerto 
Rican  Day  Parade  marched  together  to  con¬ 
front  homophobia  and  raise  consciousness 
about  AIDS.  "We're  not  going  to  be  enemies 
now  because  of  [the  referendum],"  Lopez 
said.  "It  won't  divide  us  as  long  as  we  have 
balance.  If  we  are  going  to  write  a  poster 
that  says  'Puerto  Rico  Free  and  Without 
AIDS,'  then  we  have  to  write  one  that  says 
'Statehood  Without  AIDS.' 

Somewhat  disheartening  is  the  fact  that 
most  activists  do  not  see  any  immediate 
change  in  conditions  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  on  the  island,  regardless  of  Puerto 
Rico's  political  status.  None  of  the  parties 
within  Puerto  Rico  have  taken  a  pro-gay 
stance,  and  homosexuality  is  officially  ille¬ 
gal. 

Lack  of  Organization  is  a  Problem 

According  to  Toro,  Puerto  Rico  lacks  the 
large  and  highly-organized  lesbian  and  gay 
community  that  would  foster  more  activism, 
or  at  least  more  openness.  In  fact,  he  said 
it’s  easier  to  be  an  openly-gay  Puerto  Rican 
activist  in  the  United  States  than  in  Puerto 
Rico.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  United 
States  "feel  a  sense  of  community  that  sup¬ 
ports  them,  which  is  not  necessarily  present 
down  here,"  Toro  said 

The  sense  of  an  organized  lesbian  and 
gay  community  within  Puerto  Rico  has 
diminished,  Toro  claims,  partly  because  so 
many  people  have  left  for  the  States.  He  had 
been  involved  in  a  gay  and  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion  called  the  Gay  Consciousness 
Collective  for  several  years.  That  group  is 
now  made  up  solely  of  women,  and  six 
months  ago  changed  its  name  to  the  Lesbian 
Feminist  Collective. 

The  few  active  members  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  remaining  in  Puerto  Rico  are  now  focus¬ 
ing  their  energy  on  the  AIDS  crisis.  "I  guess 
the  gay  movement  was  part  of  the  liberal 
movement  of  the  70's,  "  Toro  explained. 
"And  the  women's  issues  and  minority 
issues,  including  sexual  minorities,  were 
more  or  less  the  agenda  of  that  period.  Right 
now,  we  have  gotten  to  a  point  ...  where 
even  the  student  movement  has  stopped  or 
disappeared." 

Residents  of  Puerto  Rico  got  a  taste  of 
New  York-style  AIDS  activism  in  August, 
when  members  of  the  AIDS  Coalition  To 
Unleash  Power  (ACT  UP),  traveled  to  San 
Juan  for  a  series  of  demonstrations  against 
the  government  and  the  church.  This  pro¬ 
vided  some  incentive  for  increased  activism 
on  the  part  of  lesbians,  gay  men,  and 
straight  people  living  in  Puerto  Rico,  and  it 
was  reported  that  a  San  Juan-based  direct 
action  group  formed  as  a  result. 

Underlying  Obstacles 

While  the  referendum  may  determine  the 
politics  of  Puerto  Rico,  some  say  it  will  not 
affect  the  toughest  obstacles  to  lesbian  and 
gay  rights:  personal  opinions  and  attitudes,  " 
said  Roberto  Caballero,  a  housing  activist 
and  openly-gay  independentista  in  New 
York  City.  "The  bottom  line  is  the  church." 

Caballero  pointed  to  the  Catholic  and 
Pentacostal  churches  in  Puerto  Rico,  both 
with  strong  anti-gay  stands,  as  the  most 
influential  forces  in  molding  public  opinion. 
The  Catholic  church  was  quoted  as  saying  it 
is  a  "greater  sin"  to  use  a  condom  than  to 
die  from  the  complications  of  AIDS. 

"It’s  very  hard  for  people  in  the  States  try¬ 
ing  to  figure  out  what's  going  on  here,  why 
we  haven't  done  more,  "  Toro  said.  "People 
from  the  States  have  to  be  more  culturally 
sensitive  to  our  issues.  It's  so  easy  to  just 
keep  on  doing  work  in  New  York." 

Condom 

Continued  from  3 

paign. 

Lowell  officials  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment  by  GCN  press  time. 

A  similar  conflict  was  averted  in 
Springfield,  where  a  coalition  including  busi¬ 
ness  groups,  the  local  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  the 
Council  of  Churches,  school  committee 
members,  and  the  Valley  Gay  Alliance  con¬ 
vinced  the  Pioneer  Valley  Transit  Authority 
(PVTA)  that  the  groups  would  help  in  the 
event  of  a  backlash.  Bill  Connolly  of  the 
Valley  Gay  Alliance  told  GCN  that  the 
coalition  pledged  to  respond  to  letters  to  the 
local  paper  or  talk  radio  callers.  “We  man¬ 
aged  to  bring  in  enough  resources  that  the 
PVTA  could  go  ahead  and  do  the  right 
thing,”  he  said. 


Souter 

Continued  from  page  I 

be  weighed  against  the  individual’s  right  to 
privacy,  though  he  did  not  indicate  whether 
he  would  consider  the  state’s  or  the  woman’s 
interest  more  important 

“Where  did  he  get  the  idea  that  the  state 
would  want  to  prevent  women  from  having 
access  to  birth  control?  I  would  think  the 
state  would  have  an  interest  in  preventing 
unwanted  pregnancies,”  said  Gandy.  “This 
man  is  from  another  century,"  she  added,  “a 
century  in  which  women  had  no  right  to  vote 
or  hold  property,  and  most  Black  people 
were  property.” 

Gandy  said  that  NOW  was  also  “very 
worried”  by  Souter's  failure  to  commit  him¬ 
self  to  supporting  Roe  v.  Wade,  the  1973 
Supreme  Court  case  that  established  the  con¬ 
stitutional  right  to  abortion.  She  also  cited  as 
a  cause  for  concern  his  decision  as  a  New 
Hampshire  judge  to  ignore  the  state's  rape 
shield  law  that  does  not  allow  a  witness  to 
be  cross-examined  about  her  sexual  behavior 
prior  to  being  raped. 

In  a  last-minute  bid  to  turnaround  the 
expected  pro-Souter  vote  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  NOW  held  a  hastily-organized 
demonstration  Sept.  25  in  Washington. 
Between  750  and  1,000  people  from  around 
the  U.S.  attended,  according  to  Gandy. 
About  300  remained  to  lobby  committee 
members,  she  said. 

Commitment  to  civil  rights? 

According  to  the  NAACP,  Souter  defend¬ 
ed  his  position  on  civil  rights  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  by  saying  that  “the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  does  not  have  racial  problems.” 
He  made  this  claim  to  explain  his  support  for 
voter  registrant  literacy  tests  while  he  was 
attorney  general,  as  well  as  his  request  that 
the  state  not  be  required  to  comply  with  fed¬ 
eral  equal  opportunity  laws. 

“New  Hampshire,  like  all  states,  has  racial 
problems,”  said  Kerry  Scanlon  of  the 
NAACP  Legal  Defense  Fund.  “In  fact,  in 
some  ways  New  Hampshire  stands  out.” 
Scanlon  told  GCN  that  the  state  is  one  of 
only  two  in  the  U.S.  that  does  not  celebrate 
the  holiday  in  honor  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  which  he  said  has  been  the  subject 
of  “fairly  acrimonious  debate"  in  the  state 
legislature.  Scanlon  also  said  that  former 
governor  Meldrim  Thompson  “is  one  of  the 
only”  public  figures  in  the  U.S.  to  return 
from  a  trip  to  South  Africa  and  announce 
that  Black  people  in  that  country  are  not 
oppressed.  In  addition,  Scanlon  cited  a  case 
last  year  in  which  a  Black  man  visiting  a  pri¬ 
vate  club  was  refused  service. 

Ralph  Neas  of  the  Leadership  Conference 
on  Civil  Rights  said,  “While  Judge  Souter 
tried  to  assure  the  committee  at  various 
points  about  his  commitment  on  civil  rights, 
his  failure  to  recognize  discrimination  in  his 
own  backyard  speaks  more  loudly  than  these 
general  statements.” 

The  NAACP  is  “concerned"  about  the 
possibility  of  further  erosion  of  civil  rights 
and  employment  discrimination  legislation, 
Edward  Hailes  told  GCN.  He  noted  that  civil 
rights  advocates  are  currently  battling  to 
pass  a  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1990  in  order  to 
restore  protections  gutted  last  year  in  five 
“horrible”  decisions.  (While  the  bill  has 
passed  the  legislature.  President  Bush  has 
vowed  to  veto  it.)  Hailes  also  cited  an 
Oklahoma  school  desegregation  case  slated 
to  be  heard  by  the  High  Court  this  fall. 

“The  NAACP  just  hopes  the  judge  lives 
up  to  the  expectations  of  the  senators  that 
voted  to  confirm  him,”  said  Hailes. 

Vaid  echoed  these  sentiments,  saying,  “If 
he  turns  out  to  be  a  fierce  advocate  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  I  will  be  the  first  to  applaud 
and  eat  my  words.”  She  added,  “But  I  am 
not  optimistic.” 


VOLUNTEER 


AT  GCN 


Come  take  advantage  of  the 
exciting  volunteer  opportunities 
at  GCN.  Stop  by  62  Berkeley 
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or  call  (617)  426-4469 
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Reach 

out... 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gav  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal"  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 
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1-900-370-2266 
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Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  New s,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only, 
not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  Boxes 
for  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures,  col¬ 
lectibles  and  services  for  flea  market  to  benefit  Pride 
Committee  and  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center.  Pics 
(of  goods)  helpful  but  not  necessary!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  and  friendly  pick  up.  (13) 


KEEP  IT  COMING 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  - 
and  more  -  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN 
personals  are  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet 
people  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  under¬ 
stand  that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


Exceptional  male  nude  photos  of  hunky,  homy,  well 
hung  Canadian  gays  —  Free  sample  P.O.  Box  2075, 
Kingston,  Ont.  K7L-5J8  Canada.  (12) 


TO:  LEATHER  HAWK  1097 

Love  is  not  a  fantasy,  and  it's  all  I  had  to  give.  I  gave 
it  to  you  freely,  but  you  wouldn't  let  it  live.  One  day 
you'll  open  up  again,  and  heal  the  wounds  we  made. 
When  our  paths  shall  cross  again,  and  the  fantasies 
all  fade,  ^uppy  (12) 


YOU  WANT  IT  -  NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Better  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun.  (617)  848-0027.  (14) 


Announcements 


WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Organizational  meeting,  Oct.  4th,  7PM,  basement  of 
186  Hampshire  Sl,  Cambridge.  New  and  old  mem¬ 
bers  welcome.  Info:  call  Leslie  at  776-4518.  (12) 


Real  Estate 


Lowell  — Best  on  market  for  price!  Charminng  two- 
bedroom  antique  Victorian,  2  parlors,  2  baths,  hard¬ 
wood  floors,  wood  stove,  in  friendly,  historic  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Owners  moving,  must  sell!  Call  (508) 
441-2443.  $74,900.  (14) 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

HeQpne 


WE  NEED  VOLUNTEERS 

For  more  information  about  the  exciting 
opportunities  awaiting  you  at  GCN,  call  426-4469. 
There's  something  for  everyone! 


LESBIAN  AIDS  ACTIVISTS/CAREGIVER 

Willing  to  write/tape  your  story  for  possible  book? 
Contact  Ms.  Herbert,  Sociology  dept.,  Social 
Sciences  400,  UA,  Tucson,  AZ.  85721  or  call  collect 
602-885-2120.  (11) 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 

GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 
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My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2 SC  per  word  (35t  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 
C  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  (S1.50x. 


My  category  «k 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

$_ 
S_ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
i2  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
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Available  now! 

THE  WAR  RESISTERS 
LEAGUE  1991 
PEACE  CALENDAR 

A  WAY  OF  UFE: 
CELEBRATING 
SUSTAINED  ACTIVISM 

Profiles  of  51  long-time 
activists  in  the  peace  and  justice 
movement  who  have  made 
nonviolence  a  way  of  life. 

Edited  by  Pat  Farren. 
Forward  by  Maggie  Kuhn 

51/2X81/2  DESK  CALENDAR 
SPIRAL  BOUND 

$9.85  EACH/  FOUR  FOR  $36.00 

Order  from:  WAR  RESISTERS  LEAGUE 
339  Lafayette  St.  Dept.  B 
New  York  City,  NY  10012 

Please  include  payment  with  orders.  Add 
$1.50  for  shipping  outside  of  the  U.  S. 
Allow  four  weeks  for  delivery 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


We  need  someone  or  someones  to 
file  photographs.  For  more  info 

426-4469 


SEE  PAGE  4  FOR 
JOB  OPENINGS  AT  GCN 

We  have  openings  for  our  Display  Advertising 
Coordinator  postion,  Local  reporter  position  and  our 
Word  Processing  /  Classifieds  Coordinator  position 
(20) 


MODELS  WANTED 

Many  models  are  still  needed  (male  and  female)  for 
fashion  shows  and  upcoming  catalogue  to  benefit 
A.I.D.S.  No  experience  needed.  Boston  location. 
Not  an  agency.  Please  call  for  more  information. 
(603)742-8503.  (13) 


jmmate  Wanted 


BEVERLY  HOME  TO  SHARE 

Near  Commuter  Rail,  3  bdxm,  2  bath,  kitchen,  laun¬ 
dry.  No  pels.  Non-smoking.  S400Ano.  heat  included. 
Info  call  (508)  927-1509.  (12) 


5LFs  looking  for  one  more  for  Ailston  household. 
Three  floors,  quiet  street,  parking  space.  Close  to  T 
and  bus.  S254+.  Avail  254-0448.  (12) 


BROOKLINE 

BiF  seeks  F  28+  for  2  BR  condo.  Clean,  quiet,  sunny, 
modem,  near  T.  Roof  deck,  hardwood  floors,  W/D, 
off-street  parking  avail.  S500  incl.  heat/h.w.  Call 
Lisa/Kalhy  731-6869.  (12) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn,  recy¬ 
cling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  S330+.  Near  Davis 
Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623-0703. 
No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (12) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Independent  easygoing  LF  seeks  same  to  share  apart¬ 
ment.  Smoker  OK.  Pets  OK,  near  T.  available 
10/1/90.  $463  includes  heat.  First  and  last.  Call  524- 
3417.  (12) 


TEELE  SQUARE 

2  LFs  seek  third  to  share  3  bedroom  apartment  near 
Tufts  and  Davis  Square  T.  Non-smoker  preferred. 
Landlord  won't  allow  pets.  $317  per  month  plus  utili¬ 
ties.  623-3414.  Leave  message.  Available  10/1.  (15) 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Three  men  living  in  a  fabulous  eight  room  apt  look¬ 
ing  for  roommate.  Two  minutes  to  T-stop  & 
Arboretum.  $400.00.  Fun,  quiet,  driveway,  activists. 
524-7271.  (12) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  3rd  for  large  3  floor  apt.Off 
street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to  buses, 
10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail.  10/1.  385+.  923-4370. 

(12) 


WORCESTER 

LF  &  2  cats  seeks  LF  for  large  sunny  apt.  Wrap¬ 
around  porch,  garden,  off-street  parking,  w/d.  $285 
plus  util.  No  smoking.  Avail  immed.  (508)  753-9066. 

(16) 


2  L’s  in  independent,  but  friendly  JP  house  seek  2 
more  .  No  smoking.  S239.50  and  $265.00  per  mo. 
Close  to  orange  and  green  lines.  Available  9/1  and 
9/15.  Please  call  983-0599.  (20) 


WATERTOWN 

1L,  2GM,  1  cat  looking  for  1L  to  share  4  bdrm  apt. 
No  alcohol,  no  drugs.  Near  T.  $200/month  plus  util. 
$200  security  deposit.  Call  926-9577.  (12) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  coop,  political,  cozy  and 
goofy  home.  Near  orange  and  green  lines.  $225+ 
for  Nov.  1st  call  522-9351.  (12) 


LF  non-smoker,  neat,  semi-veg.  for  sunny,  quiet,  safe 
2nd-fl.  in  house  in  Watertown  near 
Cambridge/Waltham  bus.  Porches,  parking,  W/D, 
NO  MORE  PETS.  $425+.  Call  923-9087.  (12) 


2  LFs  looking  for  L/BiF  for  3  bdr.  in  Davis  Square. 
$261+.  3  minutes  from  T.  Non-smoking.  Available 
10/15  or  11/1.  Call  666-8118.  (12) 


SOMERVILLE  -  WINTER  HILL 

LF  seeks  LF  for  spacious  five  room  apartment,  two 
porches,  hardwood  floors,  no  smoking, drugs, pets. 
$382.50  plus  utilities.  Avail,  immed.  Call  Laurie 
776-1391.  (12) 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING? 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  third  roomate  to  share  rent 
and  expenses.  We  are  located  in  Dorchester,  on  the 
Red  line.  Safe  neighborhood,  and  on  street  parking. 
Call  288-4468  or  426-4469  (ask  for  Frank).  Rent  is 
$400  per  month  plus  util,  and  phone.  Short-term  ok! 

(14) 


2  LF’s  plus  2  cats  seek  3rd  for  beautiful  East 
Arlington  apt.  No  smoke/pets,  minimum  alcohol. 
Near  T,  pond,  Cambridge.  Porch,  yard,  and  fireplace. 
Call  643-4009  or  643-2426.  (13) 


ROSLINDALE 

LF/GM  wanted  to  share  lg.  sunny  house  wr/dr,  d/wr, 
pool  paddle/volley  ball  ct.  near  T  &  comm.  rail. 
$383+.  Avail.  10/1.  Call  cathy,  david,  melton  at 
325-3819  or  323-1084.  (12) 


ROOMIES.  All  Areas!  Gay  only!  Nationwide  too! 
(800)  272-8372,  4- 10PM.  (12) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  spiritually-oriented,  open  woman  to  share 
beautiful  2BR  apt.  with  yard,  woodstove,  W/D, 
porch.  $400.  includes  heat  Avail.  Oct  15/Nov  1. 
Call  Su  at  524-4620.  (12) 


LF  with  2  cats  seek  LF  for  temp  or  p-time  roomie  in 
J.P.  chem,  smoke  free.  Close  to  T,  rent  negot. 
175/250  plus.  522-2332.  (12) 


BATTERED  WOMEN‘5  PROGRAM 

Seeks  PT.  temporary  employee  for  light  clerical  and 
hotline  duties.  Knowledge  of  domestic  violence,  cri¬ 
sis  intervention  and  women's  issues  helpful. 
Bilingual  preferred.  Send  resumes  to  Executive 
Director,  HAWC,  9  Crombie  Sl.,  Salem,  MA.  01970 
by  9/28/90.  EOE/AA  (12) 


SECRETARY 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  &  Defenders  (GLAD) 
seeks  4/5ths  time  support  staff  for  AIDS  Law  Project 
Director/Staff  Attorney.  Word  processing,  tele¬ 
phones,  general  secretarial  duties.  $14,000  plus 
health  insurance.  Persons  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply.  Spanish  speaking  preferred.  Resumes  to 
GLAD.  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112  by 
October  15,  1990.  (13) 


Roommate  to  share  4-bedroom,  2  bath  home  in 
Natick  wis.  Washer,  Dryer  —  Convenient  to  Pike. 
Avail.  Sept  15th.  $350  plus.  508-651-8240.  (12) 


NORTH  OF  BO$TON 

Prof.  GF  to  share  spacious  home  w/country  charm  in 
beautiful  area.  F/P,  W/D,  parking,  15  min.  to  beach¬ 
es,  25  min.  to  Boston.  No  smokers!  $334/month 
plus  util.  Call  (508)  777-5765.  ( 1 3) 


PORTER  $QUARE 

Friendly,  easy  going,  semi-coop  of  2  LF,  2  SF  ages 
24-30  seek  L  to  complete  house.  Sunny  HW  floors, 
fireplace,  porch,  VCR,  MTV,  PMS,  1  1/2  bath.  Quiet 
street,  parking,  1  blk.  from  red  line.  Available  Nov. 
1.  Rent  $265  plus.  Pis.  call  Marilyn,  Rex,  Julia,  or 
Tracy  at  625-33 14.  (13) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 

TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  all  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  alls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


Non-smoking  LF  for  apt  Belmont/Camb.  line. 
Independent.  Professional.  $325  incl  heat/hot  water. 
Laundry  in  bldg.  Near  bus/T.  Parking.  Avail  immed. 
Call  864-4314.  (12) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security,  spacious¬ 
ness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to  down¬ 
town  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop.  Nonsmoking 
malesa.  $395  incl.  utilities.  665-6082  (12) 


SUNNY  VICTORIAN  -  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  pleasant  home  with  lesbian  prof,  cou¬ 
ple  and  2  year  old  son.  Near  T,  washer/dryer,  other 
amenities.  $375  month  and  childcare  work  for  rent 
.Call  254-5929.  (11) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  and  cat  seek  moderately  neat  and  quiet  pro¬ 
fessional  lesbian  for  2BR  apartment  with  study. 
$397.50  includes  heat.  522-6012  evenings.  No 
machine;  please  keep  trying.  (13) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Healthy  GM,  37,  PWA,  sober  alcoholic  seeks  room¬ 
mate  for  spacious  6  rm.  apt.  in  very  beautiful  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Must  be  sober,  non-smoker.  $500/mo. 
incl.  heat.  Call  David  at  524-6050.  ( 1 3) 


Cozy  JP  apt  seeks  feminist  to  join  JLF.  near  JP 
Licks.  Friendly/indepcndent  Pis  call  AM's  or  eves 
til  11.  524-4252.  (12) 


Apartments 


CAMBRIDGE 

2  bedroom  in  2  family  on  quiet  street  near  Fresh 
Pond  and  Harvard  Sq.  Common  yard,  W/D,  pets  OK. 
$900+. 524-8587.  (12) 


JP  arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hardwood  floors, 
owner  occupied,  triple  decker,  insulated,  quiet  street, 
near  MBTA,.  No  pets  or  smokers,  $850/mo  leave 
message  522-0345.  Avail  Oct.  1.  •  (12) 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

DORCHESTER  Lower  Mills/Milton  line,  near 
Walter  Baker.  Quiet  street,  walk  to  T.  Spacious 
duplex  apartment  in  charming  antique  2-family.  Two 
fireplaces,  hardwood  floors,  many  features.  Washer- 
dryer  hookup,  refrgerator.  Parking.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  $750  plus  util.  Call  740-1029.  (14) 


WHAT  A  NEIGHBORHOOD! 

Safe,  quiet,  sunny,  2-br  apt.  in  JPs  Bourne  area.  5 
rooms,  wood  floors,  fresh  paint,  e-i-k,  2  porches, 
yard,  w-d  hookup.  L-owned/occupied.  Avail  10/1. 
Non-smokers,  pis.  $850.  522-0068.  (12) 


NEWTON 

4-rm.  apt.  in  Victorian  house  near  Riverside  T.  Great 
light.  $900/mo.  incl.  ht  &  util.  965-5479.  (12) 


SOUTH  END  SUNNY  CONDO 

3  BR  near  T,  schools,  hardwood  floors,  2  bay  win¬ 
dows,  dishwasher,  disposal,  marble  fireplace  avail¬ 
able  now!  $  1250/mo.  (negotiable).  No  FEE.  Leave 
message  964-8773.  (13) 


DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6  rm,  2  bdroom,  hardwood  floors,  eat  in 
kitchen,  built  in  china,  back  porch  and  yard,  owner 
occ.  $600/mo.  No  utilities.  282-3216  John.  (13) 


Chelsea  extra  large  brick  Victorian  bowfronl  3/4 
bdrms.  Newer  kitchen,  2  baths,  hrdwd  firs.,  expsd 
brick,  small  yard/patio,  deck.  No  utilities. 
$1050/mo.  Call  887-0817.  (13) 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  avail¬ 
able.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  S6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml  48219.(ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexu¬ 
al  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $  28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  ( area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo* 1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhatlan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut.  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


1990-91  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE 
AND  RADICAL  PUBLICATION 

Over  350  periodicals  listed  $3.00.  Write:  Alternate  <* 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore, 
MD  21218.  (5) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree- who  are  still  politi¬ 
cal,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50sub.  $6 
more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF, 
CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call  800- 
892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES,  1912 
Debs  Ave.,  Ml  Mortis,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage. 
2423  1 8th  SL  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009(ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  S18/Canada, 
S25/instiiulions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic  mountain  acres, 
healed  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy.  We're  your  perfect 
vacation  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular 
fall  colors  too!  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and 
Judi,  Innkeepers.  (27) 


COME  STUFF  THE  PAPER 
FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  GCN 
CALL  426-4469  FOR  DETAILS 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.  (15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Sl  SF,  CA, 
94114.  (16.1) 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1-800-42-BAGLY  for  info.  (15.32) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018  (7) 


Moyers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  with  professionalism 
and  respecL  Very  careful  furniture  movers.  Piano 
and  hoisting  specialists.  Any  time  of  the  day,  any 
day  of  the  year.  No  overtime  charges,  354-2184, 
MDPU#  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.)  MADPU#  325522. 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small.  Very  careful  movers 
641-1234. 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and 
used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck 
and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck. 
522-0826. 


ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding. 
Discount  322-7343,  242-0772 
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I TO  AI  L  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON,] 
P  WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

JexandecJkrkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  on  Anarchist J 


DEAR  PRISONER  PALS:  These  last 
few  weeks  Mike  has  been  feeling 
poorly  and  hasn't  been  able  to  get  as 
much  work  done.  This  may  keep  up 
for  a  while.  Hard  to  tell.  Meanwhile, 
patience.  .  . .  .  , 

(I  haven't  been  able  to  think 
of  how  to  do  anything;  of  the  work 
here  from  a  prison  cell  yet,  but  as 
soon  as  I  do,  I'll  let  you  all  know. 
Thank  you  for  your  offers!) 


|r- 


I  enjoy  life  and  looking  for  a  female  to 
share  it  with.  Is  there  someone  out  there 
who'd  like  to  get  to  know  me? 

Race  or  color  don't  matter.  Female  letters 
only.  Patricia  COLEMAN,  Box  1466, 
Clewiston  FL  33440 _ 

Hello,  I'm  23  and  black,  enjoy  music, 
basketball  and  interesting  things  to  do  to 
please  my  lover.  Looking  for  someone  that 
is  for  real.  Diane  EDMOND,  609404  Mail 
Box  94,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL 
33024. 

I've  been  gay  for  10  years  and  would  like  to 
;  find  a  friend  or  companion  that  woud  like 
|  to  spend  some  time  with  a  lonely  gay  lady.  I 
could  send  a  picture  if  you  want.  Thank 
i  you.  Linda  DORMAN,  20280  (Unit  E), 
2675  E.  30th  St,  Cleveland  OH 
44115 


PORN,  anyone? 

Many  prisoners  are  isolated,  or  at  least  not  j 
able  to  have  social  sex  lives,  so  we  get  I 
regular  requests  for  porn.  If  you  have] 
some  that  you  want  to  get  rid  of,  hard  or  I 
soft  core  (like  Playgirl),  and  can  get  it  to 
GCN,  we’d  be  glad  to  send  it  out. 
THANKS! 

oooooooooooo* 

If  you  are  a  prisoner  with  AIDS  and 
want  to  write  to  a  PWA  who  are  living) 
satisfying  lives  outside,  write:  Hay 
House,  501  Santa  Monica  Blvd, 
No. 602,  Santa  Monica  CA  90401. 

I<2000900<20939<4 

TVITS  legal  help! 

I  have  been  out  a  year  and  have  started  an  organiza¬ 
tion  to  help  prisoners,  especially  TV/TS  prisoners, 
with  their  legal  cases.  I'm  studying  to  be  a  paralegal. 
Write  me  and  let's  see  if  I  can  help  you  out  in  some 
way.  David  Adams,  5219  Tahoe  Tr.  No.202,  Austin  TX 
78745. 


If  only  you'll  venture  and  write  me  soon, 
what  you  gain  today,  forever  may  bloom. 
Masculine,  Black  male,  25,  can  write  other 
prisoners.  Vernon  BEAL,  156561,  Box  900, 
Jefferson  City  MO 

65 102 _ 

Sometimes  we  are  very  much  alone  and 
without  and  could  use  the  value  of  a  true 
friendship  to  help  us  through.  I  can  be  such 
a  helper,  but  there  are  times  when  I  too 
need  friendship.  David  NEUTZEL,  A- 
077780,  Box  747,  Starke  FL 
3209 1 _ 

Hello,  I  enjoy  woodworking,  especially 
carving  small  intricate  patterns,  reading 
novels,  and  writing.  I’d  like  to  hear  from 
someone.  Anyone  who'd  like  to  take  the 
time  to  drop  a  line.  I'm  honest.  Not 
interested  in  bullshit.  Rusty  VELTJES, 
056057  -  1367,  33123  Oilwell  Rd,  Punta 
Gorda  PL  I 

33955 _ _ _ 


Articulate,  intelligent  and  interesting  male 
with  a  bent  to  things  eclectic,  eccentric  and 
esoteric,  would  like  to  strike  up  top-qualitv 
mail  friendships  with  some  uninhibited, 
free  (even  radical)  thinking  fellows.  Check 
me  out.  Chris  CHARLES,  Box  19602, 
Cincinnati  OH 

45219. _ 


GM  27  looking  for  that  special  someone  to 
share  my  love  and  hopefully  life  with.  I 
I  have  5  years  and  get  out  in  92.  and  am 
[working  on  my  Specialized  Paralegal 
'Degree.  Only  serious  people  respond.  I'm 
not  into  jack  letters  or  games.  Are  you  that 
■  special  someone  for  me?  Timothy 
IDIVERS.  155828,  Box  7  2-B-403, 
^Moberly  MO 

65270. _ 


I  am  a  Black  Bi  male  who  would  like  to 
write  to  anyone  who  will  write.  1  can't  write 
prisoners  who  have  a  number,  but  if  there  is 
|  no  number,  we  can  try.  Right  now  I'm  in 
isolation  because  an  officer  who  doesn't  like 
gays  said  I  was  fighting,  which  isn't  true  ax 
all.  I  also  write  poems.  Please  write.  David 
|  HOOVER.  28852-054,  Box  1000, 
Lewisburg  PA  17837. _ 


GM  27  looking  for  someone  to  take  aj 
chance  on  me.  No  financial  help  wanted  or 
needed.  Not  a  bad  person.  Just  wrote  too 
many  checks.  Love  the  mountains,  beach, 
country  music.  Please  write.  Kevin 
WHIPP,  D-29768,  PO  Box  500  -  323L, 
Chino  C  A  91708. 

I'm  looking  for  someone  to  become  friends 
with,  before  lovers.  My  interests 
cooking,  candle  light  dinners,  soft  music 
and  hanging  around  the  house  nude.  Taray 
Tryllo  "MONROE"  ,  Box  C-31485,  Tamal 
CA  94964. _ 

GM,  33,  looking  for  penpals  (and  | 
relationship  with  the  right  person),  I  like 
movies,  bowling,  pool,  traveling,  etc.  Not 
into  drugs,  or  alcohol.  Ron  MILLER,! 
157947,  3A-10,  1012  W  Columbia 
Farmington  MO  63640 _ 

GM  39  seeking  correspondence  with  other 
gay  individuals  who  are  seeking  friendship 
and  loyal  companionship.  Age  not 
important  to  me.  Holding  hands,  and 
someone  I  can  share  with  are.  John  Dixon  | 
WILSON.  D-64626,  2A3-18.  Box  W, 
Represa  CA 

95671 
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October  6  Boston  ♦  DISABILITY  PRIDE  DAY.  Gather 
to  celebrate  for  the  first  time  ever  Guest  speakers  include  Lar7 
Kessler  of  AIDS  Action,  and  Bonnie  O'Day  from  the  BCIL  etc. 
Entertainment,  ASL  and  Music  Interpreting  provided,  PCA's  avail¬ 
able.  I  lam  at  City  Hall  Plaza.  March  at  noon  to  Boston  Common. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note 
that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submis¬ 
sion.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

29  Saturday 

Concord,  NH  ♦  CAGLR  Planning  Meeting. 

Steering  Committee  of  NH  Citizens'  Alliance  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Rights  meets  to  set  goals  and  priorities  for 
the  coming  year.  CAGLR  office,  3  Pleasant  St.,  second 
fl  10  am.  to  I  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Psychic  Fair.  To  benefit  the  "I  Am  Your 
Sister'  conference,  a  tribute  to  Audre  Lorde.  $10  for 
15-min.  reading;  $20  for  half-hour  reading.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  floor.  12  to  6  p.m.  Info:  623- 
5768. 

Brookline  ♦  Ne’llah/Yiikor.  Am  Tikva,  Boston's 
Community  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews.  Light  Break  Fast 
after  service.  Brookline  H.S.  5  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Eartha  Kitt  (The  Catwoman  from  TVs 
"Batman.’)  A  benefit  performance  for  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  Building  Project.  Berklee 
Performance  Center.  8  p.m.  Tickets  $24.50  and 
$19.50.  Purchase  them  through  Ticketmaster  931- 
2000  or  FCHC  247-CARE. 

Boston  4  A  Night  with  Guy  Baldwin  (with 
Whipping  Demonstration  and  Discussion  of  Psych,  of 
SM).  Presented  by  dreizehn.  $3  donation  to  benefit 
AIDS  related  services.  Ramrod.  8:30  to  1 0:00  p.m. 
Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  Marches  to  Stop  the 
Hate.  Bring  something  that  makes  light  or  noise. 
March  begins  in  front  of  the  Cydorama,  Tremont 
between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon.  9  p.m.  Info:  623- 
6201. 

30  Sunday 


Boston  ♦  Dancing  in  Time  with  The  Village 
People  and  Michelle  Shocked.  A  five-hour 
dance-a-thon  to  benefit  AIDS  Actior 
Committee.  Lady  D  from  KISS  108,  and 
more.  Info  and  pledge  sheets  266-2906 


Cambridge  ♦  Yard  Party  Benefit  to  Defeat 
Jesse  Helms.  Speaker  Black  lesbian  activist  Mandy 
Carter  from  Senate  Race  '90  in  NC  Refreshments.  67 
Pleasant  St.,  near  Central  Sq.  3  to  6  p.m.  Suggested 
donation  $20.  Info:  576-6788. 

Natick  ♦  MetroWest  GALA  Potluck.  A  neighbor¬ 
hood  group  for  gays,  lesbians,  and  bisexuals.  6  p.m. 
Info:  Scott  (508)  877-6129  or  Barbara  (508)  653-2509. 

Boston  4  "Between  Takes:  Michael  Guy." 

Award-winning  documentary  program  focuses  on  a 
Rhode  Island  artist  who  is  a  gay  community  activist, 
founder  of  the  monthly  newletter  "Options"  and  an 
activist  in  Rhode  Island  Project/AIDS.  Boston  Cable 
channels  3  and  8.  9:30  p.m. 

October  I  Monday 

Boston  4  Committee  on  Gay/Lesbian  Issues, 
Natl  Assoc,  of  Social  Workers  (Mass.  Chapter). 
All  interested  social  workers  and  social  work  students 
are  invited  to  discuss  the  political  focus  for  the  year, 
including  a  vote  on  whether  to  add  Bisexual  to  the 
name  and  how  to  stop  the  CLT  petition.  Info/carpool¬ 
ing:  Meryl  964-3448. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners 
of  Incest  Survivors.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  700  to  8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  Boston  Living  Center  General 
Meeting.  For  all  those  infected  and  affected  by  HIV. 
7th  floor  YWCA  bldg.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7:30  p.m. 
Info:  236-1011 

2  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Rally  to  Protest  Anti-Gay  Violence. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil 
Rights.  On  the  State  house  steps;  if  rain,  inside  in 
Doric  Hall.  5:30  to  6:30  p.m.  Info:  David  828-3039. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  "AIDS 
ACTION  Committee:  AIDS  Update."  Guest  speakers. 
Lindemann  Ctr.,  25  Stanford  St.,  Revere  Rm.,  2nd 
floor.  Info:  742-7897. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Book  Group  Discussion: 
CRAZY  by  Carolyn  Weathers.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  8  p.m.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 
Cambridge  ♦  Tango,  Rhumba,  and  Merengue 
Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and  Friends.  By 
New  England  Dance  Movement  Center.  Beginner, 
Level  L  YMCA  at  Central  Sq.,  820  Mass.  Ave.  8  to  9 


p.m.  Week  I  of  4;  $37  for  series.  Info:  859-9455. 

3  Wednesday 

Boston  4  GLAD/MLGBA  Reception  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Law  Students.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  and  Mass.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar 
Association.  GLAD  office,  106  Bedford  St.  5:30  to 
7:30  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Goals  and  Self-Empowerment.  Setting 
goals  and  keeping  yourself  focused.  Meeting  I  of  6.  $5 
donation  for  series.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
Jay  288-3838. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Silent  Pioneers."  A  documentary 
film  in  which  older  lesbians  and  gay  men  discuss  their 
lives,  loves,  and  losses.  Companion  event  to  "Living 
Her  Life,'  10/4.  Schlesinger  Library,  Brattle  and  James 
Streets.  7  p.m. 

4  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Benefit  Evening  at  Final  Showing  of 
Robert  Mapplethorpe:  The  Perfect  Moment.  To 
benefit  Mapplethorpe  Lab  for  AIDS  Research  at  N.E 
Deaconess.  ICA,  955  Boylston  St,  5  to  7  p.m.;  fol¬ 
lowed  by  reception  and  dinner  featuring  solo  perfor¬ 
mance  try  Philip  Glass  at  Copley  Plaza  Hotel,  1 38  St 
James  Ave  Tickets  $250  and  $500.  Info:  536-5351 

Boston  ♦  Wholistlc  Health:  A  Way  of  Life:  "S 
Element  Theory."  $5.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon  St,  7th  fl  6  to  8  p.m.  Info  and  registration: 
267-0900. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men, 
and  Friends.  By  New  England  Dance  Movement 
Center.  Three  classes  each  evening;  each  costs  $37  for 
the  sequence  of  four  classes.  At  the  Firehouse  Arts 
Center,  659  Centre  St.  Swing,  Foxtrot,  and  Waltz, 
Beginner  Level  II,  6:30  to  7:30  p.m.  Country  Western, 
Beginner  Level  I,  7:30  to  8:30  p.m.  Cha 
Cha/Mambo/Samba,  Beginner  Level  II,  8:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
Session  I  of  4.  Info:  859-9455. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  7:00  to  9:30  p.m.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women’s  Crafts  Market. 

Organizational  meeting.  Basement  1 86  Hampshire  St 
7  p.m.  Info:  Leslie  776-4518. 

Cambridge  ♦  Living  Her  Life:  Homage  to 
Barbara  Deming,  Activist.  A  panel  of  lesbians  and 
activists.  Cronkhite  Graduate  Center,  Radcliffe 
College,  6  Ash  St.  7:30  p.m.  Reception  follows. 

5  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Living  in  a  World  With  AIDS:  "HIV 
Testing."  Presentation/discussion  on  the  pros  and 
cons  of  and  alternatives  to  being  tested,  and  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  testing  process.  Session  3  of  8  in  series. 
186  Mass.  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  7:30  to  9:00  p.m.  Info: 
MCC-Boston  437-0420. 

6  Saturday 

Watertown  ♦  Lesbian  Tennis.  Behind  Marshall’s, 
Arsenal  Mall.  9  am.  Info:  Laura  628-1038. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Traditional  New  England 
Contra  and  Square  Dances:  International  Folk 
Dance  Party.  Louise  Brill,  caller.  $5.  First  Church  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  Centre  and  Eliot  Streets.  8  to  1 1  p.m. 
(beginners’  lessons  7:30).  Info:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil 
729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

Boston  ♦  Disability  Pride  Day.  First  ever.  Speakers 
from,  AIDS  Action,  Boston  Center  for  Independent 
Living,  Rainbow  Coalition  and  more.  Entertainment,. 
ASL  and  Music  Interpreting.  City  Hall  Plaza.llam. 
March  to  Common  at  noon. 

7  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  "AIDS  Activism  in  the  I990's:  Have 
We  Lost  the  War?"  David  E.  Stitt,  ACT  UP. 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St. 
(Copley  Sq.).  1 1  am.  Info:  266-6710. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly 
Potluck.  Jay’s  house,  7  p.m.  All  welcome.  Info  and 
directions:  825-3737. 

9  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Get  Ready  To  Take  Your  Next  Step. 
FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  presents  a  supportive 
workshop  in  celebration  of  National  Coming  Out  Day. 
338  Newbury  St.,  Room  203.  6:30  to  800  p.m.  Pre- 
register:  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900. 

Newton  4  Lesbian  School  Teachers 
/Administrators  Potluck.  Socializing,  support,  and 
discussion  of  issues.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  323- 
1536. 

Cambridge  4  Other  Mothers  (Lesbian  Non- 
Biological  Co-Parents).  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  7  to  9  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Salem  4  NSGLA  Discussion:  The  Difficulties 


and  Rewards  of  Coming  Out.  Accompanying  film. 
Meier  Hall,  Salem  State  College,  352  Lafayette  St  7 
p.m.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  (508)  745-3848. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  Being 
"Out":  Personal  or  Political.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Newton  4  Healing  Service  for  Those  Affected 
by  AIDS.  Partial  handicap  access;  ASL  interpreted.  St 
Jean's  Church,  253  Watertown  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info: 
Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  628-7665. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Rap  on  the  Rap. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  7:00  to  8:30  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

1 0  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Goals  and  Self-Empowerment.  Setting 
goals  and  keeping  yourself  focused.  Meeting  2  of  6.  $5 
donation  for  series.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
Jay  288-3838 

Boston  4  Monthly  Membership  Meeting  the 
Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus.  6:30 
p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church  (use  the  Boylston  St 
entrance). 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  35+.  Meet  at  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8  p.m.  $1.  Info:  66 1  - 
3633. 

I  I  Thursday 

NATIONAL  COMING  OUT  DAY. 

Worcester  4  "Breaking  Down  Walls  and 
Building  Bridges:  The  Care,  Treatment,  and 
Support  of  Persons  with  a  Minority  Sexual 
Orientation."  Representatives  from  several  AIDS  and 
health-services  organizations  of  Central  Mass.  9:30  am. 
to  3:30  p.m.  Info:  (508)  756-6676. 

Boston  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Kiss-In.  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace,  or  inside  Quincy  Market  if  rain.  5:30  to 
7:00  p.m.  Sponsored  by  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Gvil  Rights  and  Queer  Nation.  Info:  828-3039. 

Boston  4  Whollstic  Health:  A  Way  of  Life: 
"Keeping  the  Balance  with  Food."  $5.  Boston 
Living  Center,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fl.  6  to  8  p.m. 
Info  and  registration:  267-0900. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 
Network.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

1 2  Friday 

Belmont  4  Doshie  Powers.  Concert  at  the  Second 
Friday  Coffeehouse,  First  Unitarian  Church,  404 
Concord  Ave.  8  p.m.  Tickets  $6;  students  $5.  Info: 
484-1054. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian/Gay/Bi  Swing  and 
Ballroom  Dance.  Forties  Gala;  costumes  encour¬ 
aged.  Music  by  Cheek  to  Cheek.  Smoke/alcohol-free. 
Admission  $5.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
Harvard  Sq.  8: 1 5  p.m.  to  midnight;  swing  lesson  8: 1 5  to 
9:00  p.m.  Info:  661-1791 

Sundays 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  St  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoia  Info:  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian, 
gay,  and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338 
Newbury  Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave 
629-25 1 8  or  Frank  666-8911 
Somerville  4  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71 
Union  Sq,  6  p.m.  First  Sunday  of  each  month.  Info:  Lisa, 
628-2531 

Beverly  4  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting 
Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sun.  of  each  month.  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
Info:  593-5251 

Boston  4  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their 
friends  meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  din¬ 
ner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION, 
131  Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats 
8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  Street  7  p.m.  Info:  776-6956. 


Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  sup¬ 
port  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  deal¬ 
ing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-3773. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Framingham  4  FRAGLY.  People  22  and  under, 
meets  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  each  month.  Civic  League 
Bldg.,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O. 
Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Boston  4  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet 
Tubman  House.  6:30  p.m.  Info:  825-2610. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 

Arlington  4  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every 
month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave. 
7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)  562-5807. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art,  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:1  S  p.m.  Info:  266- 
0628. 

Cambridge  TV  4  PrideTime  -  Boston  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  19.  7  p.m. 

Cambridge  4  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help 
group  for  women  recovering  from  addictions. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30  p.m.  354- 
8807. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  BAGLY.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under. 
35  Bowdoin  St  New  persons'  meeting  6  p.m.;  women 
and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting 
7:30  p.m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Ai-Anon.  With  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Worcester  4  SWAGLY.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual 
youth  21  and  under.  Meets  first  and  third  Wednesday 
each  month  at  United  Congregational  Church,  6 
Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-OOOS. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Dorchester  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns 
Committee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd  Thurs. 
of  each  month.  At  Union  Office.  5  Howard  Johnson 
Plaza  6:30  p.m.  Info:  282-2509. 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and 
Bisexuals.  Support  group  for  all  adult  children  of 
dysfunctional  family  systems.  Undemann  Center,  2nd 
floor,  Winthrop  Room.  Wheelchair  access.  8  p.m.  Info: 
536-2856. 

Boston  4  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings 
2nd  Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  201  338 
Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

Fridays 

Boston  4  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate  outside 
Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the  Palestinian  right  to 
statehood.  In  fron  t  of  JFK  Building.  1st  Friday  of  every 
month.  1130-1:30  p.m.  Info:  723-6327. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party. 

Come  stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m. 
Info:  236-1011 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  for  2-  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers 
and  showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  1115 
p.m.  at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  pm  at  Hatch  Shell  Info:  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group. 
Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1 1  am- 1 130  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime — Boston  gay  and  lesbian 
television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30  p.m. 
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Hindsights 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

On  a  warm  summer  night,  I  was  floating  in 
a  natural  rock  pool,  the  cascade  of  a  waterfall 
massaging  my  neck,  surrounded  by  naked 
women,  watching  the  sun  go  down.  No,  this 
wasn’t  in  a  fantasy  scene  from  a  lesbian 
romance  or  even  at  the  Michigan  Women’s 
Music  Festival.  This  idyllic  moment  took 
place  while  I  was  on  an  extracurricular  jaunt 
with  my  sister  scribes  during  the  Feminist 
Women’s  Writing  Workshop.  Best  of  all,  my 
sojourn  au  naturel  didn’t  interfere  with  my 
work:  during  the  two-week  workshop,  I  did 
the  writing  I’ve  always  dreamed  of  doing, 
producing  the  first  fiction  I’ve  ever  felt  real¬ 
ized  my  aspirations.  I  also  wrote  a  poem, 
which  surprised  me  as  it  is  an  endeavor  to 
which  I  have  never  aspired.  Even  without  the 
artistic  breakthrough,  spending  two  weeks 
with  women  who  would  love  to  write  too 
much  was  a  perfect  time. 

The  workshop,  which  took  place  from  July 
15  through  27,  has  been  held  annually  for  15 
years,  moving  to  various  campuses  in  upstate 
New  York.  This  summer  it  was  at  Wells 
College,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Cayuga  near 
Ithaca.  Including  staff,  32  women  attended, 
which  was  just  the  right  number  for  getting  to 
know  everyone.  Attendees  ranged  from 
young  college  students  to  women  with  grown 
children,  and  from  a  variety  of  class,  ethnic 
and  racial  backgrounds.  One  woman  lives  off 
the  land  on  12  acres  in  northern  Florida; 
another  is  a  professor  of  Chicana  studies. 
Others  included  a  lesbian  who  does  AIDS 
education,  and  a  nun  who  works  in  the  inner 
city.  The  group  included  lesbian,  bisexual, 
straight  and  unavowed  members.  Some 
women  have  published  books,  articles  or 
poems,  others  have  never  published  any  writ¬ 
ing.  What  everyone  had  in  common  was  a 
desire  to  improve  their  writing  skills  in  a 
feminist  environment. 

We  had  a  two-hour  class  almost  every  day. 
My  teacher  was  Rachel  Guido  deVries, 
author  of  the  Italian-American  lesbian  novel 
Tender  Warriors.  The  other  class  was  led  by 
Judith  McDaniel,  whos  most  recent  books  are 
Sanctuary,  A  Journey  and  Metamorphosis. 
Guest  speakers  included  African-American 
poet  Lucile  Clifton,  publisher  Nancy  Bereano 
of  Firebrand  Press  and  anthology  editor 
Susanna  Sturgis.  This  was  a  nice  balance. 


writers,  as  well  as  enactments  of  scenes  from 
books,  the  show  explains  the  history  of  les¬ 
bian  writing.  I  have  given  the  presentation 
many  times  at  lesbian/gay  events,  but  this 
was  the  first  time  I  got  feedback  on  it  from 
straight  women.  Some  were  very  moved  by 
it.  I  had  the  sense  that  their  image  of  lesbian¬ 
ism,  while  positive,  was  narrow,  and  that  they 
had  never  seen  us  as  a  cultural  group  with  a 
history. 

In  one  conversation,  a  straight  woman 
commented  to  me  on  my  use  of  the  term  “my 
lover.”  She  wanted  to  know  why,  if  I  wanted 
straight  people  to  see  my  relationship  as 
valid,  I  would  use  a  term  that  to  her  had  a 
negative  connotation  of  impermanent,  dis¬ 
honest  sex.  I  had  never  looked  at  the  phrase 
this  way.  She  understood  my  argument  that 
the  term  is  unambiguous  and  forthright,  but  I 
think  her  point  is  well  taken.  She  is  from  a 
different  ethnic  group  than  I  so  this  incident 
had  me  thinking  about  what  the  term  “my 
lover”  means  to  people  in  different  cultures. 

The  environment  around  us  —  the  campus 
and  the  rural  area  it  is  in  —  was  disturbingly 
homophobic.  Off  campus,  there  were  some 
incidents  of  women  from  our  group  being 
harassed  by  local  males.  Several  other  con¬ 
ferences  were  being  held  on  the  campus,  and 
we  shared  a  cafeteria.  The  adults  —  elderly 
square  dancers  and  high  school  principals  — 
mostly  looked  right  through  us.  But  one 
group  was  of  Swiss  teenagers  studying 
English.  Like  many  teenagers  anywhere,  they 
were  aggressively  insecure  around  us, 
although  it  was  impossible  to  tell  if  one  of 
them  had  cut  into  a  food  line  because  of  cul¬ 
tural  differences,  immaturity,  or  homophobia. 
I  engaged  one  of  the  girls  in  conversation. 
About  14  years  old,  she  spoke  very  little 
English.  After  some  chit-chat,  her  face  grew 
very  serious,  and  with  a  look  of  daring,  she 
said,  “May  I  ask  you  a  question?”  I  thought 
she  was  going  to  ask  about  the  L-word.  But 
her  question  was:  “Can  you  tell  me  please 
what  is  a  feminist?”  She  shocked  me  more 
than  I  thought  I  was  shocking  her! 

The  Lake  Cayuga  area  is  a  center  of 
American  feminist  history,  so  we  took  some 
field  trips.  In  Seneca  Falls,  I  visited  the  site 
of  the  1848  convention  for  women’s  rights, 
which  began  the  first  wave  of  feminism  in 
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How  I  spent  my 
summer  vacation 


The  hands  of  Susan  B.  Anthony  and  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  clasp  in  this  sculpture  displayed  at 
Stanton's  restored  home  in  Seneca  Falls,  New  York 


because  the  teachers  encouraged  us  to  write, 
while  the  speakers  warned  us  about  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  getting  published. 

In  the  writing  class,  we  did  exercises  to 
stimulate  writing  and  critiqued  each  other’s 
work.  Most  of  the  women  in  my  class  were 
poets.  I  thought  I  had  no  desire  or  talent  for 
writing  poetry,  but  I  learned  so  much  about 
how  poets  work  that  I  found  there  was  a 
poem  I  wanted  to  write.  I  read  my  poem 
aloud  and  everybody  cheered  and  applauded, 
which  I  have  been  warned  will  not  happen 
for  every  poem  I  write.  I’ve  decided  to  quit 
while  I’m  ahead  anyway. 

I  also  wrote  a  deeply  personal  short  story 
that  I’ve  been  processing  in  my  mind  for 


years,  but  never  dared  to  put  on  paper.  I  feel 
like  I  reached  a  creative  channel  in  myself 
that  I  never  believed  was  really  there,  and 
now  I’m  hoping  to  continue  to  write  fiction. 
The  supoprtive  environment  really  pushed 
me  to  take  risks. 

Although  less  than  half  of  the  women  there 
declared  themselves  to  be  lesbians,  the  work¬ 
shop  had  the  feeling  of  lesbian  or  “women’s” 
space.  I  felt  comfortable  and  safe  being  out 
within  our  group.  Some  of  the  reactions  of 
the  straight  women  to  the  situation  surprised 
me. 

One  night  I  showed  a  slide  show  I  wrote 
and  produced  on  Lesbians  in  Fiction. 
Through  photos  and  biographies  of  many 


Can  the  Women's  Movement  Reach  You? 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


Sign  up  if  you  would  like  to  receive  mail  in  any  of  the 
feminist  interest  areas  listed  on  this  registration  form. 

Grassroots  women's  organizations  will  then  be  able  to  mail  to  lY£AR  0|RTR 
you  to  keep  you  informed  about  feminist  events,  actions, 
publications,  and  services.  □  i  am  a  parent 

By  filling  out  the  registration  form,  you  alone  determine 
what  kind  of  organization  and/or  individuals  can  mail  to  you.  Q  fchL™”o^ENT1TY 
You  will  only  receive  mailings  in  those  areas  you  have 
designated,  and  only  from  organizations  whose 
characteristics  you  have  authorized.  Your  wishes  will  be 
absolutely  respected. 


□  □ 


OCCUPATION 

(Choose  2  categories  you  most  identify  with) 


What  kind  of  mail  will  you  receive? 

Depending  upon  what  interest  area  you  selected,  you  will 
be  hearing  from  any  or  all  of  the  following: 

•  Women’s  literary,  art,  scholarly,  and  political  magazines 
and  journals 

•  Women's  publishing  houses 

•  Producers  and  distributors  of  women's  music 

•  Political  groups  working  on  progressive  feminist  issues 

•  Announcements  of  spiritual  retreats 

•  Non-traditional  worker's  organizations,  networks  and 
publications 

•  Tours  for  women,  including  wilderness  expeditions  and 
tropical  paradises 

•  AND  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE... 

Look  for  the  initials  "NWML"  on  your  mailing  labels  to 
know  what  is  coming  to  you  as  a  result  of  your  participation 
in  this  network. 

Registration  Cost:  This  is  an  unfunded  grassroots  project  which 
depends  upon  donations  from  the  women  who  participate  in  the 
network.  A  donation  of  $3.50  will  pay  for  the  costs  associated  with 
processing  your  registration  form.  If  you  cannot  afford  to  donate, 
please  fill  out  and  return  the  registration  form  anyway.  It  is  crucial 
that  all  women  participate  in  a  network  that  serves  women's  needs. 

The  Moral  Majority  can  mail  to  over  5  million  of  their  supporters. 
Feminists,  too,  must  have  this  capability.  Donations  of  $10-$25  will 
help  pay  for  the  urgently  needed  publicity  to  enable  the  network  to 
reach  its  target  of  100,000  participants  by  the  end  of  1990,  and  to 
continue  growing  to  1  million. 


Black/African  American 
-  Asian  Pacific 
Native  American 
Latina/Hispanic 
White 
Jewish 

Other _ 


A  -  Health/Medical  k 

B  -  Legal  l  • 

C  Teacher/Libranan/Education  n 

D  •  Factory/lndustrial  Worker  o 

E  -  Office  Worker  p 

F  -  Farm/Agricultural  Worker  q 

G  -  Skilled  Trades  (carpenter,  plumber...)  p 
H  Mental  Health,  Counseling  s 

I  •  Financial  (banking,  accountant...)  j  . 

J  Business  Owner  y 


Homemaker 

Services  (food,  haircutting...) 
Performing  Arts 
Graphic  Arts/Fine  Arts 
Artisan/Crafts 

Media  (newspaper.  TV.  film 
Scientific/T  echmcal 
Social  Services 
Computer 
Student 


V  -  Political  worker  (organizer) 
W  -  Military 

Government  Worker 
Athletics 
Reseach 
Sales 

Spmtuat/Religious 
Manager/ Administrator 
Writer/Poel/Playwright 
Retired 

Unskilled  Worker 

M  -  Other  Profession  _ 

2  Other  _ 


INTEREST  AREAS  | 

- ii 

1  CHOOSE  the  mail  you  want  by  entering  a  letter  in  each  box. 

Use  the  darker  box  for  what  you  are  most  interested  in.  1 

1  Use  the  lighter  box  for  your  second  choice. 

j  WHO  ARE  YOU? 

□  □  HEALTH 

A  Woman  D  -  Man 

A  Abortion/Birth  Control 

E  Alternative  Healling 

J  WHO  CAN  MAIL  TO  YOU? 

B  •  Therapy  Counseling 

F  AIDS 

C  Recovery/Substance  Abuse 

G  -  Eating  Disorders 

D  Women's  Clinics 

Z  Most  ol  tne  above 

1  A  Individual  women  &  women's  organizations  (no  men) 

]  EDUCATION 

1  B  -  Everyone 

I  C  Women's  organizations  only  (no  individuals) 

A  Women's  Studies 

H  Alternative  Education 

I  0  Women's  &  mixed  organizations  (no  individuals) 

D  *  Personal  Growth  Workshops 

Z  Most  ot  the  above 

1  [ _  POLITICAL  CANDIDATES 

VIOLENCE  AGAINST  WOMEN 

I  A  -  Yes.  feminist  political  candidates  may  mail  to  me  B  -  No 

A  -  Rape  Domestic  Violence 

E  Sexual  Harassment 

"i  WOMEN  S  CULTURE 

B  Pornography 

D  -  Incest'Child  Abuse 

2  Most  of  the  above 

A  Music  E  Art/Crafts 

M  Women's  Books 

j  WORKPLACE  ISSUES 

D  Chitdcare/Parental  Leave 

B  •  FtlmsVideos  H  -  Photography 

P  New  Age 

C  Dance/Theater  L  •  Spntuatty 

Z  •  Most  of  the  above 

K  Apprenticeships 

RECREATION  SPORTS 

G  Professional  Groups,  Unions 

H  Comparable  Worth 

L  Re  entry;  Re  framing 

2  Most  of  the  above  < 

A  -  Team  Sports  1  Mama)  Arts 

P  Retreats  Festivals 

C  -  Individual  Sports  J  Title  IX 

R  VacatiorvT  ravel 

LESBIAN  i  Yes  send  me  mail  on 

th*s  subject) 

H  Wilderness  M  •  Fitness/Runrung 

2  -  Most  of  the  above 

J  LEGAL  POLITICAL 

WOMEN  OF  COLOR  (Yes  send  me  maM  on  this  subject) 

A  Disa&nty  R^nts  E  ERA 

T  Animal  Rights 

Where  did  you  get  thte  torm?  _ 

I  B  •  Peace  F  •  Reproductive  Rights  U  Global  Fenwvsm 

II 

I  C  EcoMrrwvsm  1  -  Ageism 

2  -  Most  at  the 

Yee.  1  can  help  the  network  grow  by  distributing  forme 

I  D  Racism,  An*  Sermesim  s  Homeless  Hunger  aoove 

Send  me  coplte. 

_ 

MAIL  ENTIRE  PAGE  TO:  National  Women's  Mailing  List  •  P.O.  Box  68,  Jenner,  CA  95450 

ORGANIZATIONS:  Send  for  organizational  registration  form  or  for  information  about  using  the  mailing  list. 


